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a number of years. I do not know that I
need say more abount the Bill, except that——

Hon. J. C. Willeoek: It is a hardy annual.

The PREMIER: Yes, Parliament is not
likely to meet next year before the 30th
June, so that we ask for the continuance at
this stage. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time,

On motion by Hon. P. Collier, debate
adjourned,

House adjourned at 5.40 p.m.

Regislative CTouncil,
Tuesday, 13th September, 1932.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, ENGINES
AND COAL.

Damage, Freights, Supplies, ele.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, Has the Commissioner of
Railways received any reports from loco.
engine-drivers regarding damage caused {»
the tubes and/or fire bars of locomotives?
If so, will the Minister lay on the Table of
the House a copy of such reports? 2, Is it
the intention of the Commissioner to dis-
eontinue the vse of coals cansing such dam-
age to engines? 3, As the price of eosl has
been redueced by the Commissioner of Raii-
ways at Collie in comparison with the re-
duction in wages, has the freight on coal
over the railways been similarly reduced?
If not, why not? 4, From which mines in
New South Wales did the Railway Depart-
ment receive the latest large consignment of
eoal? 5, What was the price paid in New
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South Wales by the Commissioner of Rail-
ways? 6, What were the freight and other
charges paid per ton? 7, What was the cost
f.o.r, Fremantle? 8, Will the Chief Secre-
tary lay on the Table of the House a repo:t
showing the results of the monthly analyti-
cal tests taken by the railways of the coal
used from each of the mines supplying coal
at Collie since December, 1931; also the
tests of Newcastle coal supplied to the de-
partment during the same period?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
No. 2, Answered by No. 1. 3, The ques-
tion of freight on coal will be gone in'to
when the actual reduction in price is known.
4, “Maitland Main,” “Bellbird,” and “Cess-
nock.” 5, 6 and 7, The coal was bounght
f.or., Fremantle, at a cost of 31ls. 10d. per
ton., 8, The whole of this information is
not available.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. Sir Charles Nathan,
leave of absence for six conseentive sittings
granted to Hon. A. Clydesdale (Metropoli-
tan-Suburban) on the ground of ill-health.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Hon. J. M, Drew and Rajlway Advisory
Board’s Report,

Hon. J. M. DREW: I wish to make a
personal explanation. In my speech on the
Address-in-reply, when referring to the Ad-
visory Board’s report on the question of »
railway from Yuna to the Balla-Dartmoor
distriet,. I stated that the report had ap-
peared in the Press and that the only infor-
mation I had gleaned ahout it was from
that source, although a member of another
place had been notified, I made that state-
ment because in the newspaper paragrapl,
the member referred to was credited with
having been supplied with the information.
The member in question has since given me
an explanation of the position. Tt appears
he had asked questions in another place as
to whether the report of the Advisory Boanl
had been received and whether the Govern-
ment would make it available. The weply
was “Yes” to both questions.  When J
spoke on the Address-in-reply, I had no
knowledge that the papers had been made
available by that means, and the member
has informed me thoi he himself was not
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aware of the faet until a couple of days
later that they had been made available in
that way. He then despatched an extract
to the Geraldton newspaper. There was
nothing improper in that or in anything
that he did. While I regret my remarks,
which were not justified in the eircum-
stances, I am pleased that my former im-
pression, that there had been discourtesy
shown to all memers for the Central Pro-
vince, has been removed. In justice to all
parties, I make this explanation,

MOTION—MINES EEGULATION ACT.
To Disatlow Regulations.

HON. J. NICHOLSON {Metropolitan)
[437]: I gave notice of motion to move for
the disallowance of certain additions and
amendments to regulations under the Mines
Regulation Aet, but since giving notice, I
have bad an opportnnity of going further
into the matter, and desire to move the
motion in a form differing from that appear-
ing on the Notice Paper. There are three
separate  regulations. One is numbered
1529/17, which relates to matters in connec-
tion with the use of detonators. Another is
numbered 1010/30, which relates Lo various
matters, including the transport of ecarbide,
hlasting dust and ventilation. The third is
numbered 1596/31, which relates to the
veatilation of mines. These regulations are
quite separate and independent of each other,
and are not all, therefore, part and parcel
of the same regulations. I believe the last
mentioned regulation to he quite acceptable,
but I wish to have the other two regulations
disallowed. I desire to amend my motion
by inserting a reference to the two regula-
tions to which T take exception and ask
leave, therefore, to move the motion in the
following form:—

That the additions and namendments to regu-
lations under ‘‘The Mines Regulation Act,
1906,?* numbered respeetively 1529/17 and
1010/30, published in the Government Gazcile
on the 27th May, 1932, and laid on the Table

of the House on the 16th August, 1932, bhe and
are hereby disallowed.

The PRESIDENT : T understand that the
hon. member desires to limit the scope of his
motion to two regulations only.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : That is so.

The PRESIDENT: Has the hon. member
the leave of the House to move his motion in
the amended form?
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Hon. J. CORNELL: While in no way
desirous of appearing to be against the
granting of leave, 1 certainly protest against
the manner in which Mr. Nicholson is en-
deavouring to ask for that leave. The cus-
tom of the House has heen for Ministers to
table regulations many and varied, and for
members to move for their disallowance, if
desired, in the form in which Mr. Nicholson’s
motion appears on the Notice Paper. Last
week Mr. Nicholson asked me in a friendly
way if it would he possible to depart from
the practice of the House, inasmuch as he
did not desire to move for the disallowanece
of a certain regulation. Having read the
regulations, and having found that there
were three distinet regulations, | said it was
a question upen which the House might
decide in his favour, but that it was for him,
in seeking to depart from the custom of the
House, to put the matier in proper form.
He has not come prepared to do that; he has
not asked for leave in a specific manner that
memnzbers can intelligently follow. If leave
be granted as requested, a precedent will e
created.

The PRESIDENT : Order! It is very un-
desirable that the question of granting leave
should be discussed. I bave never known it
to be discussed before, but T did not inter-
rupt the hon. member carlier because he
appeared to be making an explanation. The
Standing Orders are very explicit on the
point.  After notiece of motion has been
given, the terms thereof may not be materi-
allv altered. When Mr. Nicholson sought to
alter the terms of his motion, I understood
the alteration was to limit the scope of the
original motion, which is a fact. He desires
to confine ihe disallowance to two regula-
fions, rather than to embrace the lot. A
limitation of that kind is really not material
and consequently I have allowed him to pro-
ceed. It will be for the House to say whether
the hon. member shall have leave to amend
his motion from the original form. If one
member objects, the hon. member may not
amend the motion. Is it the wish of the
House that the hon. member be granted
leave to amend his motion?

Leave granted.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Regarding Mr,
Cornell’s protest, I did not understand the
matter in the way he has presented it.

Hon. J. Cornell: I do not know now
whiech regulation you wish to have dis-
allowed.
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Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I explained to
Mr. Cornell that I proposed to limit the
motion, and I understood that I would be
quite in order in moving as I have done at
this sitting. Therefore I was rather as-
tounded at his protest.

Hon., J. Cornell: On & personal explana-
tion, I understood that Mr. Nicholson would
come prepared with the proper amendment,
which could be cireulated amongst mem-
bers.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It was a very
small amendment, seeking as it did to mini-
mise the matter, and it appeared to be alto-
gether too trivial to deal with as Mr. Cor-
nell suggests. In moving the motion as
amended, I hope members will not think
that I have any desire to lessen what may
be regarded as necessary protection to men
engaged in various occupations in the mines.
Regulations are necessary in certain cases,
but probably they are unnesessary in other
cases. One reason for moving for the dis-
allowance of these regulations is that min-
ing, amongst other industries, has regula-
tions formulated for it, and iz well provided
with protective measures, not only by regu-
lations but by Aecfs of Parliament. The
position of an industry, it will he admitted,
iz very much like that of an individual when
it comes to legislation. Both an individual
and an industry might receive far too much
attention in the way of Acts and regulations.
The result of introducing numerous regula-
tions is sometimes detrimental to the indus-
try that we wish to help, It is often said
that individuals can be iaxed out of exist-
ence, and I think industries can he legis-
lated out of existence. The mining indns-
try has experienced many ups and downs
and it can be advanced as a good and sound
reason that the new regulations are not
calenlated fo foster the development of the
industry. T hope to show that some of the
regulations at least are a direct invasion of
the powers of Parliament itself; in faet
they provide a very good example of what
was frequently denounced by a former mem-
ber of this House. He cften objected fo
embodying in measures power to a Minister
or to the Exeentive to frame regulations
under an Act. He regarded such regulations
as nothing more or less than a delegation to
the Executive of the powers of Parliament.
I acknowledge there are instances in which
such limited powers might wisely be given,
but the wide authority that we have been
prone to insert in Bills for a long time is
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calenlated to undermine the authority of
Parliament.

Hon. J. Cornell: The authority has existed
sinee 1904.

Han, J. NICHOLSON: 1 admit it has
existed since the Act was passed, but I shali
be able to point out later that it was an un-
wise provision, and I hope it will not be
introduced in other measures. We under-
stand that regulations nsually originate with
some officer of the Government, by whom
they are passed on to the Minister, and from
the Minister to the Executive Council. As
a result of an Executive Council minute,
they receive the aunthorisation of the Gover-
nor ¢r the Lieut.-Governor in Council. The
regulations are tabled in Parliament and, if
they are not objected to within a certain
time, they become as effective as any section
of the Act under which they have been
made. The faet that one of our members
was 50 vehement in his denuneiation of legis-
lation by regulation recalls that about twe
yvears ago the Lord Chief Justice of Eng-
land, Lord Hewart, wrote a series of essays
which were published under the fitle “The
New Despotism.” He yoiced very strongly
the dapger that threatened Parliament if it
continued the delegation of authority by
means of rules and regulations. The book
is well worth reading; I am sure that mem-
bers would be interested in & perusal of its
pages. This matter alse came up for dis-
cussion at the Serviee Congress held in
the Hastern States a month or six wedks
ago. It was there referred to in equally
strong terms by one of the professors, Pro-
fessor H. Alcock, in the course of a lecture.
I hope members will give the matter the
serious consideration that I think it de-
serves. Behind regulations might be the
best possible intentions; T am not denounc-
ing them for that.

Hon. J. Cornell: Whom do they injure?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: They injure
most of all the very man we want to
support and that is the man who is en-
gaged in a small mine. The man whe
is out seeking to discover those shows which
may lead to further wealth in this coun-
try

Hon. C. B. Williams: Will this hurt him?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Certain of these
regulations will act as a detriment to the
man  on the small mine. They will involve
additional cost and that is always a handicap
to the man who is struggling—a very great
handicap indeed. And it gives emphasis to
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the opinion I expressed previously, namely
that it will have the effect of gradually legis-
lating out of existence the men we want to
keep going.

Hon. C. B. Williams : Nonsense!

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : 1t is true that the
big mines may he able to afford what is pro-
posed. Actually the big mines, I helieve, do
carry out the various proposals sought here.
The two regulations to which I am objecting
are 1529/17 and 1011/30. The former reads
as follows:—

In excrcise of the powers conferred by See-
tion 33 of ‘*The Mines Regulation Act, 1906,°’
His Excellency the Administrator in Exzecative
Council has been pleased to amend paragraph
(g) of Seetion 32, General Rule (3) of the said
Aect by cancelling the words ““ detonators and’’
first oceurring in paragraph 2 and the words
‘‘detonators and’’ in paragraph 3, and by can-
celling the word ‘‘fuse’’ in paragraph 3 and
ingerting the word ¢‘fuses’’ in lien thereof,
also by cancclling paragraph (h) of Section
32 of Gencral Rule (3) and to substitute the
following words to read:—

(h) Dctonators shall not be sent below
ground in the workings of a mine unless ai-
tached to fuse in the form of ‘‘rods.’’ All
fuses to be used for firing charges of explosive
shall be prepared in daylight, under cover, by
being eut into required lengths with a sharp
instrument, and detonators shall be placed on
the fuse and crimped thercto by an approved
tool. The distribution of capped fuses shall
be undertaken in aceordance with the pro-
visions under Section 32, paragraph (g), of
General Rule (3).

These particular vegulations might appear
to be quite reasonable, but what is proposed
is fully provided for in the regulations which
have already heen passed. The regulations
which appear to he in force at present ace
these—

No explosives shall be taken into any work-
ing face in quantity exceeding what would be
required for use during onc shift in such face.
No explosives shall be taken into such face ex-
cept in seeurcly covered cases or canisters of
size and construction approved by the in.
spector. Detonators and fuses which have de-
tonators attached to them shall not be carried
into such face exeept in a securedly covered
reeeptacle of size and construetion approved
by the inspeetor, separate from the case or
canister used for other explosives. No work-
man or party of workmen shall have in use
at any one time in any place more than one
such receptacle for detonators and capped
fuse and one such case or canister for other
explosives.

That provides all that is necessary at the
present time, but it is desired to enlarge
the scope of these maftters.
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Hon. J. Cornell: To prepare the fuse on
the surface instead of underground.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Precigelv. I be-
lieve that is done in the larger mines, and the
resutt would be that this would he carried
in its application to the smaller mines, for
we all know that once regulations arve passed
and berome law, invariably it becomes the
custom to require the same thing to be done
in small mines equally with the large mines.
No doubt the inspector would be able to ex-
ercize a certain discretion, but frequently
that is not done, and the new regulations
dealing with the fixing and adjustment of the
fuses or rods would necessarily involve keep-
ing & man on the surface.

Hon, C. B. Williams: On a small mine?

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX: Even on a small
mine,

Hon. J. Cornell: He would have a good
joh. .

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: And it would add
to the cost, which is what we want to try to
minimise. If we can reduce costs, it will be
good not only for the mining industry but
also for the State at large. It can he ad-
mitted that in the smaller mines probably
great care is taken.

Hon. C. B. Williams: What do you call
the smaller mines?

Hou. J. NICHOLSOXN: Those that may
he emploving four, six or eight, or even a
few more, men. The work that would be
carried out by a few men would naturally bhe
mueh less than that done in the large mines.
As a rule, also, the small mine owner exer-
cises a great deal of eare in vegard to the
siorage of his explosives; but apart from
that, what T want to show is that this par-
ticular regulation is ultra vires. 1i purports
to be made under Section 33 of the Act.
Section 33 states, “If in the opinion of the
inspector the observance of the general rules
or any of them is not reasonably practicable
in any partienlar mine, the Governor may,
by nofice in the “Government Ciazette,” sus-
pend, alter or vary such rules in respect of
such mine,” The opinion of the inzpector
has to precede any action, but before any of
the general rules which are set out and made
part of the Act can he varied and enforced
—it is one of the general rules emhodied in
the Act itself it is sought to vary—it is neces-
saryv to speeify the particular mine.

Hon. J. Cornell: Surely the hon. member
is not setting himself up as a conrt of law?
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Hon, J. NICHOLSON : T am not seeking to
do anything of the sort, but if we are asked
to pass such regulations, and we do so with-
out raising our chjection to them, regula-
tions which are palpably ultra vires, we
shall he doing something that is wrong.

Hon. J. Cornell: It is not our husiness.

Hon. J. NXICHOLSON : T submit it is our
business. If we see something wrong in a
Bill or in any regulation, it is our duty to
try to correct it. We are a House of review,
and I hope the hon. membher will recognise
that he has a right to exercise in that diree-
tion. In the Aet itself there are actually
regulations or general rules embodied in one
of the scetions; in fact the whole of the reg-
ulations embodied here, and which are sought
to be introduced under Section 33, are varia-
tions to general rules ineluded in Section 32
These are headed “General Rules.”  These
general rules are not regulations, such as
may be formulated under Section 63. Sim-
ilar regulations mno doubt might be
passed under the unsual power given at
the end of the Aet. Now an effort
is being made practically by the Execative
te amend an Act of Parliament, and my con-
tention i3 that that ean only be doue by
Parliament itself. As I have already said,
this is an invasion of the powers of Par-
liament, and therefore it is wrong and should
not be recognised by us.

Hon. G. W, Ailes: Does that apply only
to these regulations?

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: It is stated to
be done “in exercise of power conferred by
Section 33 of the Mines Regulation Act,
190G,” and that power sets out that where
in any particular mine an inspector thinks
that certain of the general rules, which are
part of the Act itself, cannot be earried into
effeet, then the Governor in Counecil may
by notice suspend, alter or vary such rules.
But he must make it refer to a partieular
mine. Thoze regulations apply to every
mine. It follows exactly what was done on
a previous oceasion, The mines are sup-
posedly working under this. I do not know
that it is valid, and T suggest that the Min-
ister have it looked into.

Hon, J. Cornell: If it be not wvalid, the
mining companies have their remedy.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: But if I see
anything wrong I consider it my duty to
point it out. I think Mr, Cornell would feel
aggrieved if I did not point out these things.
I am not doing this with the object of casti-
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gating the Government. It is a mistake that
can quite easily be made, and I am merely
pointing it out that it can be remedied.
Power should not he taken to amend a see-
tion in an Aet. If we recognise this in-
stance, we are reeognising a power in the
Executive to alter an Aect of Parliament and
insert a new section in that Act. This regu-
lation is virtually enacting a new seetion
in the body of the Aect.

Hon. E. H. Harris: It is not only in
respest of mining regulations that it is
dene,

Jion. J. NICHOLSON : That is so.

Hon. J. Cornell: But the hon. member
wnnts the House to interpret the law, as well
as pass if.

Houn. J. NICHOLSOX: I do not ask the
House to interpret anything. 1 merely wish
to point out what appears to me to be a
mistake, T do not want to see the House led
inte approving a eourse of action which
might recoil on our heads,

Hon. G. W, Miles: Quite right.

Hon, J. NICITOLSON : We here have cer-
tain righis to uphold. We should maintain
our richts as a Parliament and noi allow our
powers to be arrogated by the Exeeutive
Under Seetion 63 of the Aet it is provided
that the Governor may make regulations for
a large number of purposcz.  The other
regulation to which I am objecting is made
under Section 63, and so iz in a different
eategory. The first one, relating to the de-
tonators, is actually an amendment of a sec-
tion in the Aet. If there is to be any
amendment, T am going to adhere to the
peint that it is our duty as Parliament to
do that amending, and that it is not for the
Executive. The other regulation to which I
am objecting is No. 1010/30 and was made
in aecordance with Seection 63 of the Aect,
which gives power to make regulations and
is a totally different section from Section
33. Under that section ecertain provisions
are made as to the transport of earbide.
It reads as follows:—

Transport of Carbide.

46. No persen shall carry or cause or per
mit to be carried any caleium carbide under-
ground, exeept in lamps provided or approved
by the manager, or in a watertight receptacle
of a type appreved by the distriet inspector
of mines and to be approved by the manager.
No person shall storc or leave ealeium carbide
underground on coming off shift. Hpent car-
bide shall be placed in properly covered re-
ceptacles and taken to the surface as often
as may be necessary.
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Time for Blasting.

47. The mannger rhall c¢ause the times of
working shifts and of Dblasting operations in
every section of the mine to be so arranged
that workmen shall not be expesed to fumes
and dust from blasting. DBlasting shall he al-
lowed only at moon, 4 pm., § p.m., and mid-
night, except for removing obstructions in ore-
passes, or box holes for the purpose of making
the hanging safe or for blasting misfired holes
in development faces, and then only with the
permission in each case of the manager or
underground manager. Blasting during erib
time shall be permitied only after workmen
have heen removed to the intake side of all
places where blasting is to be done and where
the resultant smoke and dust do not affect
them in the section where they congregate dur-
ing erib time, When sinking shafts, and in
other speeial work, blasting may be done at
other times than those prescribed, provided
written permission has been obtained to do so
from the distriet inspector of mines.

Dust and Ventidation.

48. (1) All development ends and winzes
where machine drills are used, shall not be ad-
vanced more than 20 feet from the through
air enrrent unless a blower approved by the
digtrict inspector of mines, delivering induced
air through pipes to within a few feet from
the faece, and with sufficient velocity and
volume to remove the dust, is installed, Any
working place where dust is formed shall be
provided with a blower if, in the opinion of
the distriet ingpector of mines, it ia econsidered
necessary. Any person who wilfully damages
or miguseg a blower or pipes shall be liable to
a penalty as for a breach of this regnlation.

{(2) The manager of a mine shall appoint
dust and ventilation officers when required to
do so by the district inspector of mines, whose
duty it shall be te examine and report on:—

(a) all matters relating to the mine’s water
supply, its quality, distribution, and
use;

(b) the condition of the necessary appli-
ances for using waber at each work-
ing place clsewhere;

(e¢) the dust sampling of the mine, more
particularly as regards development
ends;

(d) the conditions of the mine relating to
ventilation and health, more particu-
larly as regards the amount of air
supplied during the interval after
blasting and before entry and during
the working shift, in all development
ends and working places in which
there is no through rventilation cor-
rent.

The manager shall notify the district in-
spector of mires in writing of the name of
the person or persons so appointed from time
to time. The condition of the mine as found
by such person shall, at the completion of each
dny, be entered by him in the record book.
Suck entries shall he examined and counter-
signed by the manager or underground man-
ager at least once a week.
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Those are the second lot of regulations
which I am moving to disallow. In regard
to the use of caleinm powder in lamps, those
lamps are taking the place of the old miners’
candles. The lamp in use at present, I
understand, is capable of burning for four
hours, and it is necessary that the miner
should have sufficient of the calcium powder
to last for a shift of eight hours. So he
takes half the quantity in the lamp and the
other half he carries in a tin. Thus he has
four ounces in the lamp and four ouneces in
the tin, which together give him sufficient
light for eight hours.

Hon. J. Cornell: What does be do with
the stuff he threws out?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : That is dealt with
and provided for; hesides, what has been
used is merely lime and of no account, Here
the district inspector is again called upon
te exereise jurisdietion. So many regula-
ticns are emhodied at the end of the Aect,
that I do not know how the authorities are
able to get a full knowledge of them all. It
must be very difficult for the mining aut-
borities to keep in toueh with every regula-
tion.

Hon. C. B. Willlams: Do you suggest
they are honest enough to do it?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Yes, I think they
play their part very well. The time of blast-
icg is such a restriction on the working of
a mine as to he a deterrent to the progress -
necessary in mining operations. It is here
required that the mine manager shall get au
inspector to come and give permission as to
the times of working other than as stated.
I am informed that, particalarly in blasting
in winzes and in shaft sinking, work is go-
ing on practieally continuously and that a
regulation such as this would delay the worlk
very seriously indeed. That is good neither
for the men employed, nor for the develop-
ment of the mine. And, as the management
could not always rely upon getting an in-
spector—the Government would require an
army of inspectors to meet all requests
—the result would be greater delay under
this regulation.

Resolved that motions be eontinuned.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The last clause
deals with dust and ventilation. I have no
cbjection to the new regulation affecting
ventilation as contained in new regulation
1596/31, Amongst the regulations in foree,
however, are many which safegnard tha
situation very fully. It is only adding to
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the burden of those connected with the in-
dustry to enlarge on the number of regula-
tions already in existence, especially when
these are of a fully protective character.
One of the main points is the provision in
the regulation which says—

All development ends and winzes, where
machine drills are used, shall not be advanced
more than 20 feet from the through air cur-
rent unless g blower approved by the district
inspector of mines, delivering induced air
through pipes to within a few fect from the
face, and with sufficient velogcity and volume
to remove the dust, is installed.

I am informed that if the distanee of 20
feet is adhered to it will be very diffienlt to
operate a mine. This will constitute a very
serious rvestriction upon development. At
present there is practically no dust where
the modern type of machinery is used for
boring purposes. Water is forced through a
bollow steel tube, and this lays the dust.
The regulations state that blowers shall be
installed. I am told that some of the Ven-
tura blowers measure nearly 6 feet in length.
If that 6 feet were deducted from the 20
feet there would only bhe 14 feet left in the
passage. It would also be necessary at
every blasting period to dismantle the
blower. In some eases the mines may fail
te do this, and the blower would be shattered
to pieces when the explosion occurred.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Aceording o your
argument the companies employ very in-
competeni people.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: If mines were
not using the proper type of modern ma-
chinery for laying the dust, they would be
viglating regnlations already in foree. There
is no need to place these new restrictions
upon the mines in view of the powers which
already exist.

Hon. J. Cornell:
who were shovelling?

Hon. C. B. Williamns: They wonld not get
the dust.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : My remarks
about small mines apply also to this par-
ticular regulation. Whilst it may be possible
in some of the larger mines to do this, it may
he difficult in the smaller mines. Tf there
were not already sufficient safeguards in the
regulations, there might be something to say
for these new ones, but T do not think there
is anything to justify them.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Evidently the Mines
Department think otherwise.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : I submit the
motion and hope it will be agreed fo.

What about the meun

[COUNCIL.)

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [5.35] :
When regulations dealing with the mining
industry have been disallowed in this House
they have heen regulations promulgated for
the most part by a Labour Government.
That is not so in this ease. Mr. Nicholson
has not endeavoured to point out that the
regulations he proposes shall be disallowed
weTe recommended hy the Mines Depari-
ment, and have for their sole object the pro-
tection of the lives and limbs of the workers.
He was hardly fair when he asked the Honse
to disallow them on the ground that they
were ultra vires the Aect. 1 refer particu-
larly to that which deals with the prepara-
tion of detonators and fuses on the surface
instead of underground. When this House
disallows regulations, it does so on their
merits or demerits, or upon the effect they
are likely to have upon the individual or in-
stitution concerned. Mr, Nicholson's reason-
ing is that when we disallow a regulation on
the ground that it is ultra vires, we must set
ourselves up as interpreters as well as
passers of legislation. I refuse to play such
a part. If a regulation is ultra vires, the
institution or individual to whom it applies
has recourse to law and the deeision will rest
with the Supreme Court.

Hon. J, Nicholson: This is an invasion of
our powers.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I think otherwise.

Hon. J. Nicholson: It is our funetion to
review the law,.

Hon., J. CORNELL: Our funetion is to
consider legislation that comes before us, to
frame it and put it into the best shape
aceording to our ahility. Tf then passes out
of the hands of Parliament and goes to the
Governor for assent.

Hon. J. Nicholson: You have quite missed
the point.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The Aet then be-
comes law. Tt is not our prerogative after
that stage to say whether this, that or the
other is ultra vires.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Tt is the prerogative
of Parliament to repeal its own Acts when
deemed necessary.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Alr. Nicholson should
not ask laymen to disagree with regulations
because in his opinion they are unltra virea.

Hon. J. Nicholson: There is a big differ-
ence hetween Parliament and the executive.

Hon. J, CORNELL: The remedy lies with
those who are affected by the regulation. On
this ground I hope the House will not cou-
sider Mr, Nicholson's argument, The regu-
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lations say that instead of explosives
ina fuses being taken underground in iwo
separate receptaclez, and the charges pre-
pared underground, as is the case to-day,
they shall be prepared above ground and in
daylight. What can be the object of that?
It is not desired to injure the industry.
The only object is to provide for less dan-
ger to the lives and limbs of the workers
than would be the ease under the old nethod.
That iz the advice of those who administer
the Aet and who are best qualified to kuow
the position. Will the House depart from
the procedure of charges being prepared
underground, or decide that the most dan-
gerous part of the work shall be donz on
the surface, and the fuses connected with
the fracteur underground at a later atage?

Hon. K. H. Harris: Would it make for
safety if on an afferncon shift this work
was done on the swrface?

Hon. J. CORNELL: The hon. member
should know a good deal about the industry.
I hardly think he is prepared to set himseif
up as an authority on the danger m iack
of danger connected with a certain mining
process, in opposition to the views of those
who are paid to do the job.

Hon. E. H. Harris: That is not an anwser
to my question.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I think the hon.
member would give way to the man who does
the job, and accept his decision, which is
that this is the safer course to follow. This
particular regulation is long overdoe, more
especially now that mines are working
on a hasis of mass production. It is only
desired to give greater protection to the
workers.

Hon. G. W. Miles: What about the small
mines ¥

Hon. C. B, Williams: It is possible for
them to make enough charges in an hour to
last for a menth.

Hon. J. CORNELL: If a shaft is being
sunk in a small mine, the same process can
be followed. The fuse can be prepared on
the surface and the whole thing connected
up underground. Yhen a mine is being
opened up, the charges are either prepaved
on the surface or down below.

Hon. G, W. Miles: You say they have fo
be prepared in daylight.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The fuses and de-
tonators have to he prepared in daylight.
Boring with a machine drill is not a willy-
nilly process. One has really a standard
of horing.
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Hon. G. W. Miles: You are speaking of
the big mines?

Hon. J. CORNELL: And of the small
mines too. The average man knows what
depth of hole he is going to bore, and pre-
pares his fuses aceordingly.

Hon. G. W, Miles: The men do not do
that.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Thev should do it.

Hon. ;. W, Miles: If they do it, they have
altered in the last 30 or 40 vears. 1 have
had some practical experience.

Hon.. J. CORNELL: The hon. member
knows that the owner of a small mine works
it himself.

Hon. G. W, Miles: But he may have half-
a-flozen men working for him.

Hon. J. CORNELL: And frequentiy he
may not.

Hon. G. W. MMiles:
hroueht under this?

Hon, J. CORNELL: Mr. Nicholson might
have been helpful and suggested that where
a given number of men were employed

Hon, J. XNicholson: That cannot he done
when moving to disallow a regulation. What
15 the use of talking like that?

Hon, J. CORNELL: The hon. memher
goes out of his way to try to get the regu-
lations disallowed, without making any help-
ful sugrestion whatever.

Hon, J. Nieholson: That cannot be done
when moving to disaliow.

Hon, J. CORNELL: If we disallow these
regulations, the Alinister concerned must
neeessariiy turn to the discussion which re-
sulted in the disallowance of the regulations
for some helpful suggestion as to what this
House is really after. Mr. Nicholson has
given the Ministar no helpful suggestion
whatsoever. The suggestion of Mr. Miles,
that the matter should be restricted to mines
emploring not less than a certain number of
men, is helpful; but that suggestion did not
come from Mr. Nicholson. If we will not
go all the way, we should indicate to what
extent we are prepared to go. As regards
carhide, the regulation is again prompted by
a desire for the hetter protection of the men
working in the industry; prohably, as in
many indusiries, to save men from them-
gelves. Mr. Nicholson pointed out that a
miner has a lamp with earbide for four hours
and a contaimer with another four honrs’
supply, and that he throws away the first
charge when consumed and then inserts the

Why should he bhe
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container supply into the lamp. In reply to
an interjection of mine, Mr. Nicholson said
that the residue throwa away would be a
disinfectant.

Hon. J. Nicholson: It is really only lye.

Hon, J. CORNELL: A man before put-
ting the new charge into the lamp might not
take the precaution to burn the whole of the
old charge. That is what the regulation is
designed to stop.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The regulation has
nothing to do with the residue.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I am ounly using the
hon. member’s argument.

Hon. J. Nicholson: You asked me about
i, I do not know what is done with it.
Stick to the regulation.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I am afraid
this debate is degenerating into a mere con-
versation. The hon. member will have ample
opportunity to reply to any argument with
which he does not agree.

Hon. J. Nicholson: The regulation exists
merely to prevent the threwing-ont of lye.
The man must throw it into a receptacle.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Does he always
throw it into a receptacle?

Hon, J. Nicholson: Undoubtedly.

Hon. J. CORNELL: One sees notiees in
the streets, “Do not spit on the pavement.”
Does everyone ohserve that instruction?

Hon. J. Nicholson: A person who does
not observe 1t should be punished.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The object of the
regulation is not to protect mining compan-
ies, but to protect men from themselves.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Where does the regu-
lation provide that the old carbide only shall
be thrown away?

Hon. J. Nicholson: It says nothing ahout
that. )

Hon. J. CORNELL: In my advocacy of
better conditions for the man working under-
ground, so far as silicosis and miners’
phthisis are coneerned, I have always
claimed, as T think Mr. Williams will bear
me ont, that the greatest menace te a man
underground, where silica is prevalent, i3
indiseriminate blasting. Eleven years ago,
a¢ the result of inquiries I made in Johan-
nesburg with regard to blasting under-
ground, I was given definitely to understand
that the two factors most responsible fur
the minimisation of dust in suspension were
the definite times of blasting and the abo-
lition of what is known as the night shifs;
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and once a week there was a full 24 hours
when no mean worked underground. Au-
thorities have pointed out that a minute par-
ticle of dust takes hours to precipitate itself
7 feet. This interval of 24 hours without
blasting allows the dust to settle. Diserim-
ination in blasting at times when men are
not at work stops uanecessary dust from
getting into suspension, whereas indiserim-
inate blasting must always produce a cer-
tain amount of dust in suspension, dust in
a most injurious form. The regulation aims
at the prevention of that. Mr. Nicholsen
states that this regulation would apply ta
small mines., I do not think Mr. Miles will
go as far as that. For my part I venture fo
say that the applieation of this regulation
te small mines would be infinitesimal. Tt
must of necessity, however, have a wide ap-
plication to the larger mines, It is impos-
sible to disallow part of a regulation. If
the House disallows a part, it disallows the
whole. I would impress upon hon. members
the desirability of thoroughly inquiring into
such a regulation as this.  Indiseriminate
blasting will help to produce such a load
of miners’ phthisis as this State cannot pos-
sibly earry. People point with pride—and
I agree with them, in a sense—to the recent
wonderful development in our mining indus-
try; bui I wish to point oni that that has
its incidenece, Whilst our industry is ex-
panding, we are almost where we were as
regards the prevention of the dust trouble
and the compensation of the vietims, We
have almost reached the position of having
a financial load that the State cannot carry.
The last point T wish to deal with is dust
and ventilation. Mr. Nicholson pointed out
that this regulation has been prompted by
the corresponding South African regulation.
I never hide my light under a bushel. T
have stated over and over again that one of
the fatal mistakes in conneection witk min-
ers’ phthisis legislation in this State was to
apply it to every part of a mine. Tt is not
so at Johanneshurg. Phthisis mines there
are scheduled, and the legislation probably
only applies undergrounnd. Here we include
the whole mine, The regulation should
clearly specify a given number of men em-
ployed in one mine. That is the ease in
South Africa, where, if more than a certain
mumber of men are employed in a phthisis
mine, it has to have a special dust and ver-
tilation inspector, who collaborates with the
Government inspector. However, I will not
be a party to the disallowance of these regu-
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lations. I might be prepared to disallow
these regulations if Mr. Baxter, as Leader
of the House, cannot obtain a definite assur-
ance from the Minister for Mines with
regard Lo the points I have indicated.
Injurious dust is not met with in
the small mines but in the larger and
more  developed mines. I apologise
for taking up so much of the time of
the Honse, but I hope hon. members will
not disagree with these regulations. I hope
the House will reserve its judgment until
i* has had the advantage of hearing the
Leader on the subject. For the present T
am totally against disallowance of these
regulations,

HON. €. B. WILLTAMS (South) {6.0]:
I oppose the motion. After all, Mr. Nichol-
son’s prin¢ipals in this matter have asked
him to move along these lines, buf they have
done so with their tongues in their ebeeks.
I am not so mnch concerned ahout the car-
bide regulation. It concerns the new lamp
introduced for work underground, which is
now used by the men where formerly it was
used by the bosses alone. The earbide light
is bebter, more economical and much safer,
particolarly when men are working in bad
ground. I worked with an acetylene lamp in
the mines at Bendigo, and that lamp stood
about 18 inehes Ligh. It was awkward and
if it was knocked over, the smell was terrible,
and the consequent fire was somewhat diffi-
colt to put ont. I do not know that I
suffered any harmful effects. However, I
am not worried about that regulation, but I
am coneerned about the regulation regarding
the fuse caps. I ean assure Mr. Nicholson
he will find hundreds of miners who will
agree with himn that that regulation should
ba disallowed. They would agree with him
not for the reasons he has set out, but be-
cause cvery miner thinks that he is the one
man in the world that can make up primers,
He objects to primers being made up for him
by one man whom he does not know. His
views are influenced by the fact that his life
may be endangered as a result of work done
by someone he does not know. I have heen
on one of the bhiggest: group of mines
in Australia, where the primers are
made up by one man for all the men
warking underground. That is on the Lake
View and Star group of mines where an
old man makes up the primers for 500 or GOO
machine men out of the 1,200 employed on
the mine. Not only does he make up all the
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primers, but he does ail the tampers as well.
If we view the matfer from the standpoint
of economy, it will be elear to members that
if there are 330 men working on a mine and
they want to fire out, each of them might
have to walk a considerable distance from
the workings to the place where they eounld
make up the primers and tampers. Think
what a waste of time there would be under
that system. It ,would be ridiculous. Of
eourse it is economical to have one man doing
the work for all the rest.

Hon. G. W. Miles: They are doing that on
the big mines now.

Hon. €. B. WILLIAMS: Yes, but, as I
have pointed out, not with the approval of
the men. The companies are doing that now,
and it must be a good move from the stand-
point of economy. If all the men under-
ground had to make up their own primers
and tampers, it would take each of them quite
half an hour and the resultani loss of time
would be very great indeed. TUnder the ex-
isting eonditions, every worker knows almost
to the hour when he will fire, and if the regu-
lations are allowed to remain in foree, he
will have to fire at the proper time. His
primers and tampers will be ready for him,
and be will take them to the stope where he
may he working. No time is lost under those
conditions. As a matter of fact, it is a
ridienlous waste of the time of the House on
Mr. Nichoison's part te tell us what is now
in operation on the mines. That system was
brought about net by any regulations framed
by the Mines Department or laws passed by
the present Government, but as the result of
the common sense of the mining companies
themselves. How this House can be asked
to pass a motion such asg that hefore us, I
cannot understand. The position, in view of
what is happening on the mines to-day, is
ahsolutely ridieulous. What is wrong, of
course, is that so many of our mine managers
on the Golden Mile are quite out of date or
were so until an American came and revolu-
tionised mining operations there. I am sorry
to make that statement from the point of
view of our own people, but that is the truth.
The new methods have been installed with
beneficial results to the mining companies,
and, in some instances, to the men them-
selves. As to the smaller mines that have
been referred to, what would Mr. Nicholson
regard as a small mine? Would he say it
was a mine with 10 men working under-
ground ?
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Hon. E. H. Harris: What would you call
a small mine?

Hon. C. B, WILLIAMS: I do not know
of any small mine in Western Australia.
Members representing the Murchison distriet
may know of some. I know of many
prospectors’ shows, but they are not mines.
The regulations under discussion would not
apply to them.

Hon, H. Beddon: Yes, they wouid.

Hon. C. B, WILLIAMS: Then let us
assume that they do. Let us consider the one
that I specially refer to. How many shots
a week or a month would be fired in what
the hon. member regards as a small mine$
It would all depend upon what stage of
development had been reached. It would all
depend upon the country. A man might, if
he were working in the shaft, fire two, or
three, or four holes, If be were working
on another part, he might not fire a shot
for two days. It would all depend upon the
character of the country being dealt with.
If he were in soft country, he might put in
a number of shots. I doubt whether Mr,
Nicholson knows how primers are made up.
The Mines Regulation Act sets out specifie-
ally what has to be done, and exactly how
the cap is to be pressed. Despite the regu-
lations, most of the miners do the pressing
of the cap with their teeth,

Hon., G. W. Miles: Now?

Hon. €. B. WILLIAMS: Yes.

Hon. G. W, Miles: They did that 40
years ago,

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: In that respect
only is Mr, Miles’s mining knowledge up to
date. The regulations do not suggest that
the miners should bite the eaps with their
teeth, but specify exaectly how it mmunst be
done. The men do not obzerve that regu-
lation, and I have not heard of any man’s
head being blown off. I confess that when I
see a man biting a fuse cap, I emulate the
Sheffield Shield runners and get as far away
from him as I can.

Hon. E. H. Harris: There is no regulation
that will prevent him from doing so.

Hon. C. B WILLIAMS: No regulation in
the world will eompel 2 man not to do what
he thinks he will do.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Then why have such
regnlations?

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Because we
should provide for the guidance of the men,
if they choose to follow the provisions. Of
course, in daylight a man can see whether
the cap is empty, but down below with a
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lamp only, hew can he tell? Therefore the
regulations should say what should be done.
If the regulation applies to the small mines
it should be elear to anyone having know-
ledge of the industry that the management
have the primers made up before the
men Beave the surfacee If a man
were working in wet ground, he could
not possibly wmake wap bhis primers be-
low. There would be no place where
he could keep his materials dry, and so they
are made up before he goes underground.
The Lake View and Star management have
provided appliances for dealing with the pri-
mers and tampers and the operations are
carried out by an elderly man. So far as [
know, there has not been any mistake or
ateident sinee that system was adopted.
Certainly it is an innovation, but still I am
surprised at the American manager allowing
this matter to come forward. As to the
ventilation in drives, the regnlation ameunts
to another matter of economy. Mr. Nichoi-
son stated that theve is no dust arising from
up-to-date drilling machines, but that is far
from correct. Many men consider that the
wet muochines are worse than the old appli-
ances, hecanse now the dust hangs in the
air in water babbles. Apart from that phase,
however, economical working operations
must mean more profits, and the betfer the
ventilation, the longer a miner c¢an work
underground and the more profitable must
be the results of his labour. That is another
instance of hyprocrisy in connection with
this matter. It is almost impossible to go
down mines where the levels are not pro-
vided with the means of ventilation referred
to. It iz ridiculous, therefore, to ask Par-
liament to disallow the regulations, seeing
that they merely provide for what the
mining ecompanies, in their own interests, are
actually observing now. Their efforts have
made for better and safer working. I have
already said that I do not know of ony
small mines. I know of mines run by pros-
pectors, but those men will earry on their
operations as they choose, irrespective of
these regulations. Inspectors of mines do
not embarrass or harass mine owners. They
do not attend to their work sufiiciently to
barass them at all. They are all about 60
years of age; they look after themselves and
keep away from the mines as much as pos-
sible,
Hon. J. Cornell: Quite right.

Hon. €. B. WILLIAMS: The men
working in what MMr. Nicholson would
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regard as the small mines, will not
be penalised, for they are not penal-

ised now, I was on the South Kalgurli
mine a week or two ago. 1 saw
a cage loaded up with steel and

drills, and then a eouple of men entered and
went down the shaft. The regulations pro-
vide that no man shall travel in a cage with
drills or plant. If anything went wrong, the
men would be killed, and much damage would
he done to the shaft. I do not blame the
mine managers for that sort of thing going
on, hut I hlame the men for doing it. That
goes on every day in the mines. It is use-
less suggesting that the mine managers are
harassed hecause of these regulations.

On motion by the Chief Seeretary, debate
adjourned.

Sitting suspended from 630 to 7.30 p.m.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eighth Day.

Debate resumed from the Sth Scptember.

HON. 0. B. WILLIAMS (South) [7.30]:
I wish to extend my congratulations to you,
Afyr, President, on your unopposed election
as a representative of South Provinee, and
further compliment you on your unopposed
return as President of the Couneil. The peo-
ple of the goldfields paid you a high com-
pliment in not seeking an opponent to von-
test the seat against you. They were satis-
fied with the good work you had done in the
past. They were also very pleased when the
Coupeil elected: youus President, T trust that:
vou will be long spared to represent the pro-
vinee and also to oceupy the honourable posi-
tion you have held during the past few years.
Perhaps vou will find it in your heart to be
a little more lenient to us younger speakers
when we seek a little more latitude than we
get from the Chair. 1 compliment the
new members on their return, no matter what
their political views may be, and trust they
will fulfil their duties as honourably as most
of us try to do. I am sorry for those who
lost their seats in the recent election, hut that
is the fortune of war for anyone who seeks
political honours or a position that goes hy
public plebiscite. One member, in speaking,
twitted me with representing a sheltered in-
dustry, meaning the gold mining indusiry.
That is true to a eertain extent, but the con-
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stituency 1 represent is also nearly 50 per
cent. agricultural.  There is no particular
complaint against the Government for bav-
ing neglected the gold mining industry, that
is from the point of view of the big com-
panies. I could find fauit with the Govern-
ment for having cut out subsidies to the
prospectors, sustenance, and help in the
shape of tools and outfits to enabhle them to
go out and find gold. The price of gold is
high and does not warrant the industry re-
ceiving any great assistance from the Govern-
menfat theinoment, especially wlle_n onerealises
that so many other industries are seratching
very hard to make ends meet. The pros-
pector, however, is not in the happy position
of being able to get £7 an ounce for gold.
He has first to find ore of sufficient value to
enable him to get backing from ihbe store-
keeper or from some outsider who favours
that class of investment. While such men
are out prospecting and are not receiving
the dole or any remuneration, the Govern-
ment should continue the assistance they
cnce gave. Then when the prospectors found
anything in the way of value, the assistance
could be discontinued. I do not intend to
discuss the merits or demerits of the gold
bonus. The Federal Government originally
thought fit to grant a bonus of £1 per ounce
on the production in excess of that of the
previous year. The amount was afterwards
reduced to 10s. and now I believe the bonus
is to he enf out entirely.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Till the price gets
back to £3.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Yes. I find no
fault with that, altbough some goldfields
people do. I think the industry is well able
to stand on its own feet, in view of the price
being obtained for the product. While the
price of gold continues so high, I do not
intend to enter any protest, except that the
Federnl Government have repudiated the
undertaking they gave. Afier all, the bonus
would neither make nor break the mines.
Last year it amounted to 2s. 8d. per ounee
on all the gold produced, and that would
make very little difference to the industry.
If the priee of gold fell to £4 10s, or £4 4s,
an ounce I would expect the Federal Gov-
ernment to come to the assistance of the
industry by restoring the £1 bonus. At the
moment the gold mining industry is of the
utmost importance to the State and Com-
monwealth, and it behoves the Government
of the day to foster it and encourage the
production of the greatest possible amount
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of gold. There is a promising feld at Ora
Banda which has been ¢rying alond for years
for a water supply. It is idle to blame the
present Government, any more than pre-
vious Governments, for not having provided
a water supply, but the problem of wnem-
ployment is so serious and there are so
many men on the goldfields looking for work
that the provision of a water supply for Ora
Banda would be useful and reproductive
work. Ora Banda lies in a large auriferous
belt.

Hon, G. W. Miles: What is the exact
locality? Is it west of the Menzies road?

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Yes, north-wesi
of Kalgoorlie, 42 miles by road and about
18 miles from Broad Arrow.

Hon. G. W. Miles: It would be near the
42-mile dam.

Hon, C. B, WILLIAMS: The 42-mile dam
is relied upon for water, There are some
hundreds of men at Ora Banda and there are
some promising shows in the prospecting
stage, hut for wvears the district has been
held up owing to the inadequate water
supply. Tlie battery has erushed for some
months and then it has had to wait for a
fall of rain. Sometimes the rain was de-
layed for months, Ora Banda seems to be
in a dry belt. Though rain falls at Kal-
goorlie. Ora Banda seems to be missed by the
rain storms. Sometimes nine months have
elapsed without rain falling there. At a
time when the price of gold is so high and
when ils production wonld bhe so helpful
to the eountry, the outlay for a water supply
would he fully warranted. For vears de-
partmental officials have been making in-
spections. T understand that the cost of
linking Ora Banda to the nearest point on
the Kalgoorliec pipe line—somewhere near
Kurrawang—wounld bhe £16,000. For that
expenditure a permanent supply could be
made avanilable, and only a very little time
wenld elapse before the outlay was returned
in the shape of increased production and in-
creased work for wnemploved. I under-
stand that all necessay survevs have been
made. From what I have read in the Press,
[ helieve it is intended to endeavour to sup-
plv the town from some old mine. That
would mean hore water, which would be fit
only for the mill. It would not be satisfac-
tory for cyaniding purposes. While the
Government have so many men on pari-
time and sustenanee work in the South-
West, they wmight well utilise some of
them on this undertaking. No company
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would care to invest money in leases at a
place where there is no adequate supply of
water, and that accounts for many of the
shows in the distriet being stifl in the
prospecting stage. I trust the Government
will do something very scon. If is useless
for them to call for forther reports on the
subject. During the debate, members have
inferred that the whole of the State’s
troubles would be remedied if only costs
could be reduced. One of the bugbears, in
the minds of such people, is the Awvbitra-
tion Court. To abolish the Arbitration
Court would mean reverting to the system
of bargaining between employers and em-
ployees, and that would mean the sur-
vival of the fittest. The man who eclung
to the boss most wonld get most; the man
who could spin the best tale would get on
bast, though the best might be only what
the hoss chose to give him. Consider the
gold mining industry and what the work-
ers could expect from the bosses. The men
work under an arbifration agreemen{, which
stipulates that their wages shall not be re-
duced for 12 monihs. I believe the agree-
ment expires in Qetober, and that the basic
wage is £4 6s. a week. To get the £4 6s.,
the workers in the industry made certain
eoncessions. At least T claim that they did
so, and so do some of the workers, They
gave the companies the right to grant holi-
days in rotation. Last night there were men
on the train eoming down for holidays which
were due Jast Christmas. The workers also
gave way on conditions underground. Pre-
viously men were not allowed to work more
than six hours per day if the temperature,
according to the wet bulb, exceeded 76 de-
grees. To give way on that was a great con-
cession. Dozens of machine men and work-
ers generally were working the six-hour shift
underground becanse of the rotten condi-
tions. The price of gold has inereased some-
thing like £3 per ounce and the employers
have not offered one penny extrn to the
miners. When that happens in a prosperous
indus{ry like gold mining, whai would be
the position of the workers in other than a
sheliered industry if the Arhitration Court
were abolished? T say, “Thank God the
Arbitration Court is still in existence.”
There is the position. House rents have ad-
vanced as mueh as 300 per cent. People
who had been paying 7s. 6d. a week are now
paying three times that amount, and on top
of that are responsible for the sanitary rates,
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Only last Snnday a man told me that his
rent had been increased from 7s. 6d. to 15s.
per week, plus sanitary rates. The cost of
living on the goldelds is higher than it is in
Perth, and it must be remembered that work-
ers in tbe mining industry are a long way
from the capital. At the present time own-
ers of property are taking advantage of the
prosperity due to the success that is attend-
ing gold mining, aed are not hesitating to
make the employees in the industry pay
more than their share. It has to be remem-
bered also that a number of miners have
been thrown out of employment because of
miners’ diseases, and some hundreds of them
are still resident on the goldfields, Many
men have taken the places of those that have
ceased to work, and naturally that has re-
snlted in a shortage of bouses. I put that
wp as ap illustration to prove what the
workers in the industry have had to experi-
encee. I wish to say a few words
ahout the tributing section of * the
mining community. In most cases, tri-
buters are heiter off than are the or-
dinary miners. A man takes on a tribufe
and he hecomes the owner of a mine within
a mine. Some years ago the Parliament of
this State amended the Mining Act so that
in the event of pgold increasing in price
ahove the then standard value of £4 4s. 10d.
an ounce, the tributer was to receive 50 per
cent. of the enhaneed value. Not so the
miner., It was only the tribater who was to
get this advantage, the tributer who was
breaking ground under the ferms of an
agreemenf entered into. The tributer cannut
be paid less than £3 10s. :per week
before the company take their royalty, and
above that the provision is that he is to re-
ceive 50 per cent. of the enhanced price of
gold. There is a case at the present time
before the Privy Council dealing with
the position of the tributer and the en-
hanced valne of gold, and therefore it might
be as well not to say too much about the
matter at this stage. The Privy Council will
determine whether the tributer has or has
not the right to receive 50 per cent. of the
inereased value of gold. I wish to stress a
point to show how really benevolent the
mining companies are. The law of the land
sets ont that they must pay to the tributer
50 per cent. of the increased price of gold, but
the companies refuse fo pay anything on
the extra money received by way of exchange,
With regard to a miner who works on wages,
a mining inspector is empewered as an in-

‘50 per cent.
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dustrial inspector to prosecute a mine man-
ager for any breach that may be committed.
Then should it not be the duty of the Minis-
ter for Mines to prosecnie companies who
refuse to pay tributers what is their just
due, instead of allowing the {ributers to pay
the costs of fighting their own case to see
who is right or wrong? There was a case
recently in which a parfy of tributers sued
the Australia Gold Mines for a share of the
enhanced price of gold. The Tributing Act
lays it down that before a tribute is regis-
tered, the warden must be satisfied that the
tribute is equitable. If he does not consider
it equitable, he must not register if. Strange
to say, in the Australia Gold Mines case,
the agreement befween Eliott and others and
that company was registered as equitable.
The ore was first treated on the Awustralia
company’s property and it is provided in
the Act that the treatment plant shall be en-
titled to 50 per cent. of any enbanced price,
and that the tributers shall receive the other
The Perseverance came in and
took their share and handed the balance fo
the tributers. Then the Associated Company
claimed their share. Of course, we know that
there cannot be a three 50 per cent. division,
and so the tributers had to be satisfied with
25 per cenf. The warden who heard the case
was the man who registered the agreement
as being equitable. T should like to read to
the House a part of the warden’s judgment
in this case. I do not know whether {he
AManister has taken any aetion to eensure the
warden for registering something as equit-
able which could not have been equitable,
because he gave a decision to the effect that
the Australia Company was entitled to 23
per cent,, the tribnters to 25 per cent., and
the Perseverance Company, which has the
treatment plant, to 50 per cent., notwith-
standing the fact that the Act states that
the tributer shall receive 50 per cent. This
is what the magistrate said—

Tribute dgrecment.

Clause 5i provides that the tributers agree
to direct the manager of such battery or
treatment plant to hand all proceeds from the
material sent for treatment to the manager of
the company. If, therefore, all proceeds ean
he held to jnclude premium, this provision ap-
pears to conflict with Section 152b of the Min-
ing Act, and it would seem that in agreeing
to do this, the tributers were to that extent
agreeing to contract themselves out of the pro-
visions of Section 152b of the Mining Act.

The magistrate declared that the tributers
had agreed to contract themselves out of the
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provisions of the Aet. But he is there fo
see that they do nothing of the sort. He
registered the tribute agreement &8s equitable
and the Mines Depariment also should have
seen that it was equitable. When the tribo-
ters made applieation for their share of the
enhanced value they found they were not
able to get if, and they have been put to the
expense of fighting the case. I trust the
Minister will go into this matter. It would
be better if the tributers came to an agree-
ment with the mine owners because their
position is not on all fours with that of a
wages proposition; it is different altogether.
A tributer may work for 12 menths or iwo
vears and his is the only occupation where he
may have to work without any remuneration
ai all. In the two years he may not earn one
penny piecce, and there iz no law to say
that during the whole of that time
he shall be paid anything by anybody.
Under the tributing Act, before a company
cai claim any royalty the tributer must carn
£3 10s. a week. Another matter fo which I
wish to draw attention is that of workers on
the goldfields, other than miners, who are
suffering very muneh by veason of the pros-
perity of the industry. The miners them-
selves are still receiving a wage calenlated
on the basic wage, while other workers, for
instance, the railway employees, are paid a
good deal below the hasic rate. It is not
fair that because they are emploved on the
railway system that the conditions applying
in Perth should be made to apply to them
in that part of the State where everything
in comparison with the prices ruling in ’erth
is so very much higher. I am surprised that
the unions have net made a fuss about this
matter. It is certainly not fair that the
workers on the goldfields should have to
live on the basie wage of £3 175, when we
know that the prices of commodities are so
much higher there than they are in Derth.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Did not the mining
companies give their emplovees a higher rate
than that awarded by the court?

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: No. When the
reduction in the basic wage took place I was
acting secretary of the AW.U. at Boulder,
and in conversalion with the seeretary of the
Chamber of Mines I was told that the com-
panies had put into operation the reduction
on that day. Later he eonfirmed it by letter.
What stopped that reduction from being
eontinued was not the benevolent action of
the mining companies, it was the fighting at-

[COUNCIL.]

titude adopted by the miners at Wiluna. The
workers there said, “You are not going to
reduce our wages; we are so far away from
Perth that you must not do it.” The men
declared that they would stop work, and the
result was that Mr. Vail received a eable in-
strueting him not to veduce the basic wage
of the men emploved at Wiluna. Of course
it was known what would have happenead if
the wages had been reduced. Had the men
at Wiluna pulled ouf, the whole industry
would have been affected. Later an agree-
ment was come to for a period of 12 months.
Three cases had heen condueted hefore the
present president of the Arbitration Court,
and on two occasions the men were
told they were wasting their time un-
less they could prove that the industry
could pay another shilling. We had =2
go, and that was what happened. We
found that the president was telling us
the truth. Then we approached the late Gov-
ernment and requested that an inquiry be
made into the mining industry generally, to
see whether it could not afford to pay higher
wages. Those of ns who were thoroughly
conversant with the industry knew that the
industry should not have heen in so deplox-
able a condition, which we felt was due to
inefficient management. That has since heen
proved by the introduction of efficient man-
agement from America. The firm of J. L.
Weir & Co. were appointed to audit the
hooks of the company. Theyr were nine or
ten months on the job. Only one man, M.
Troy in another place, has seen the report.
My, Troy was represeniing the men at the
time. Those who knew something advised
the men to accept the £4 6s. per week as the
hasic wage. Personally I disapgreed because,
as I have said, the president of the Arhitra-
tion Court told us it was of no use applyving
for increased wages, for the industry could
not afford it. Buat what position would he
have been in had thev applied to him when
gold hecame worth £3 per oz more than it
had been previously? But unfortunately the
Jeaders advised the men fo accept £4 O0s,
which I very much regret.

Hon. G. W. Miles: You would have fonght
them?!

Hon. . B. WILLIAMS: I would indeed.
For five vears those men were kent on a very
low rate of pay az compared with other
wages, hecanse the president of the court had
said the industry could not pay and so he
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could not grant them an increase in wages.
But gold bas gone up nearly 75 per cent,
g0 it would bhe only logical to ask him to
give us an inerease now. My word [ wonld
have a go, indeed T wonld! The miners will
be very foolish if they do not have a go next
month, when their award expires. However,
that rests with them, not with me, My ad-
vice js that they have a go to get some of
that increase of £3 per oz, so as to make
up for the time when they were heing
paid miserable wages. Now I want to
deal with the tubereular men who have been
turned out of the imining industry. The
Position has been very unsatisfactorv since
the present Government took office. Prior
to that, any man turped down as suifering
from tuberenlosis was immediately prohibited
from any further work on the mines; and
whilst he was away from work awaiting ex-
amination by Dv. Mitchell, he was paid the
ruling rate of wage until he was certified fit
for light work or, a'ternatively, to be pen-
sioned off. That was one of the hest ideas
that eould have been put into operation, be-
canse it helped clear the mines of those
suffering from the disease, and helped those
still following the oeceupation to last much
longer without contraeting tuberculosis. Bat
latterly we have found a very different state
uf things, and this T say with all due respect
to the Minister for Mines, who bas told us
that his brothers died from miners’ phthisis.
[ know that is correct. Those now working
in the industry are practically compelled to
stay on the mines, despite thelr diseased
condition. A man named Coffey was notitied
12 months ago that he had tuberculosis. Yet
he carried on till within a week of his deuth
working on the mine. He died quite recently,
and but for a wide-awake person in Boulder,
he would have died without having heen
olficially prohibited from working on the
mines. Then where would his widow have
stood? The Act «tates that unless a man is
prohibited from working on the mines,
neither he nor his widow ecan get any com-
penzation. That man, although suffering
from tuberculosis, was allowed to continue at
work month after month.

Hon. J. Cornell: Some were put out on
the miners’ scttlement and then allowed to
sa back to the mines again,

Hon. . B, WILLTAMS: That is so.
These affected men are allowed to work, not
underground but on the surface, althongh
the Act states that from the moment a man
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is certilied as suffering from tuberculosis he

shall not be allowed to coniinne on the mine.
Hon. E. H. Harris: Where did Coifey

work on the mine?
Hon.. C. B.

WILLIAMS: He was
a braceman, I believe. There was an-
other man who should have heen taken
out four vyears ago. . I could never

understand how the late Minister for Mines
left him there. People wonder why so many
men ave still being turned down on aecount
of tuberculosis. 1t is because lots of affected
nen are allowed to continue at work, and so
spread the disense. A\ large number of men
in the industry are three parts along the
track to death through dust on the lungs. I
trust that this phase of the question will he
inquired into by the Government, for it does
not cost them much imore money to withdraw
the ntfected men. Take the ease of a man in
Kalgoorlie who lost an eye. e was for 18
months recovering from the aceident.
Eventually the doctor passed him as fit to
work. The man went up for his laboratory
ticket, but it was found that during his con-
valeseence e had contracted tuberculosis,
and so he was not allowed to return to work.
After 12 months of argument, the Mines De-
partment, vecognising their liability, paid
the man’s wife £1 per week, the sum to which
she was entitled. But a little while after-
witrds they learnt that this lady had soved
£200 or £300, wherenpon they immediately
claimed the return of every shilling she had
received from the Mine Workers’ Relief
Fund. The Act never contemplated that.
What would happen to that woman to-
morrow if her hushand were to die—as he
must do hefore long? Probably the Govern-
ment would still elaim that the widow was
not entitled to compensation, because she had
saved £200 or £300. If that man had been
turned down under the Workers® Compensa-
tinn Aet, his wife or widew would have re-
ceived the full compensation of £750.

MHon. J. Nicholson: Yes, it destrovs thrift.

Hon. C. B. WILLTAJMS: 1 know of other
cages that the Government have not inquired
infa. 1 cannot sec why they should differen-
tiate agninst a man whose wife has saved a
few hundreds. To-day if those people had
te build a home in Kalgoorlie it would cost
O to 2609, The whole paint is that the
Aet never contemplated that anybody turned
down under tuberculosizs shonld be examined
as to his means. As T say, if he had heen
turned down mnder the Third Schedule of
the Workers’ Compensation Act, he would
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have got what was due to him, no matter
what savings he might have had. I sin-
cerely trust the Govermment will restore that
money to that woman. Aeccording to the
regulations, when her husband dies she will
be entitled to £2 per week for life, and I
trust that she will get it. Now I want to
point to the meanness of the Government. '1
think the Chief Secretary has an interesg in
this, for it concerns his department. When
the Government found that the end of their
financial year had arrived, they resorted to
mean and eontempiible tricks in an endea-
vour to reduce their deficit.

Hon. J. Cornell: To keep within their
promise.

Hon. €. B. WILLIAMS: Yes, to keep
their promise they reduced people who wera
receiving at the rate of 7s. per week for
each child under a given age.

Hon. J. Cornell: It is only 7s. at Kal-
goorlie.

Hon. €. B. WILLIAMS: I am referfing
to the children of widowed pecople, State
children. When the end of the financiu!
vear came, instend of those widows getting
their cheques for groeceries and bread and
meat, they found they were reduged from
28s. per week to 14s, per week, and that they
1o longer got it in eash, but only in the form
of an order on the butcher or the baker.

Hon., G. W, Miles: The Government did
not have the cash to pay them.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Yes, they bad.
They always have the cash to pay when they
want if.  Bubt to save money in the last
month of the finaneial year, they took a
forced lean from the business people of Kal-
goorlie,

Hon. J. Cornell: They learni that from
Lang, .

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: They may have
learnt it from the A.'W.U., for we once did
it on the goldfields. That is what the Gov-
ernment did to make the June figures look
nice: instead of sending their little cheques
for 28s. to those widows, they told them to
go to the clerk of courts.and get an order,
not for 28s, but for 14s, on the grocer or
the buteher, So the (Government did not
have to pay out any money during that
month, I deplore that attitude. They have
now cut down those goldfields widows rear-
ing children, to the Perth rates of sustenance.
T said in the case of the miners and the
workers on the railways that that is not fair,

Hon. G. W. Miles: It has nothing to do
with the Chicf Secretary’s department,
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Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Well, I am glad
to hear that, but certainly it was done in
his department. Despite the faet that ren:s
have risen by from 50 per cent. to 300 per
cent, the department are reducing sustenance
granted to widows with children, redueing it
tc the Perth level. That is not fair, nor is
it equitable. Even a scbool ¢hild knows that
the shop assistants have not had their wages
reduced to £3 17s. a week, and the store-
keeper is charging accordingly. I trust this
position will be put right, and that the
widows with children will receive the sus-
tenanee they used to enjoy.

Hon. G. W. Miles: What about the cost
of the houses referred to by the Minister?

Hon, C. B, WILLIAMS: I now wish
to deal with the facilities' given for the
erushing of ore. We have, in the dis-
triet, » rejuvenated plant on the old Iron-
sides North mine. I understand the Gov-
ernment are paying between £21 and £30 a
week rental for this plant, the rental to con-
tinue for 10 years, varying with the tonnage
put through, and the Government have the
option of purchase for £5,000 at the end of
that time, I understand the Minister for
Mines has referred to this matfer in an-
other place, TIs this all the business ability
he ean show? 1If that is the best that can
be done hy the officials of the Mines De-
partment, they should not be allowed per-
manently to oeeupy their positions, It
should be possible to dispense with their
services at a moment’s notice. Some of these
officials are drawing big salaries, but are
not worth the wage of an ordinary labourer,
It their abilities are not greater than they
have demonstrated in connection with this
old plant, they are of no use to the State.

Hon. G. W. Miles: I understand the hat-
tery was not worth £2,000.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Mr, Reside, who
is a eandidate for Parliament, and is a com-
pany promoter, stated publicly in the “Kal-
goorlie Miner” that the battery was offered
to him for £1,500, lock, stock and barrel.
This statement has never heen denied. The
Government have either got to put it in
order or to keep it in order. It has been
breaking down every hour of the day, and
has practieally been renewed in every part.
This work has not been done at the expen=e
of Mr. de Bernales, but at the expense of
the Government.

Hon. G. W. Miles: And the Government
mean the taxpayers.
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Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: The whole thing
is the laughing stock of Kalgoorlie and
Boulder. Everybedy knows the public have
been fleeced. Not an officer of the Mines
Department ventured to report adversely
upon the plant. If the Government wanted
io ercct batteries, they could have had bun-
dreds of heads of stamps that are now lying
idle, and are in Par better condition than
this particular plant.

Hon. J. Comnell: And only three-quarfers
of a mile away,

Hon, C. B. WILLEAMS: They could have
been put inte commission straightaway.

Hon. G. W. Miles: What about the siding
at which there is a battery?

Hon, C. B. WILLTAMS: I am sick and
tired of the whole husiness. It is seandalous
that the Government should be paying £1,500
a year for a battery which could have been
bought for £1,500. We hear a lot of talk
about fin hares and frnit machines, bat if
ever an inquiry was necessary it is in eon-
neetion with the eleaning up of the Mines
Department.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Let us move for the
appomtment of a Royal Commission.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: T do not want
any commission. We are too close to elec-
tion times. 1 positively assert that some-
one has made money out of the transaction.
Somebody must have done so.

Hon. W. H. Kitsen: From whom was it
bought?

Hon. €. B. WILLIAMS: From Mr. de
Bernales. The whole thing could have been
bought for £1.500, and yet the Government
are paying out that much in annual Tental.
It 1s the height of graft.

Hon. J. Cornell: We know what it was
originally put up for.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Government
monex is being used completely fo recon-
dition the plant, and build it up for Mr. de
Bernales. The same thing happened on the
Lancefield mine. The manager, Mr. Ridg-
wayr, wanted the men to work for 3s. a day
lezs than the usual wages and to keep the
plant in order. At the end of one
vear the reconditioned plant would have
come hack to him. The men refused to do
this, and the mine was closed down. Mr.
Frank Stark was oviginally the owner of the
old plant I referred to. Probably Mr. de
Bernales did not pay more than £300 for it
Tt was lying a derelict for anyone to eart
away.

Hon. J. Cornell: It has always been an
unfortunate battery. Its history will net
bear inquiry.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Mr. Reside says
the Government could have bought it for
£1,500.

Hon. W. H. Kitson: Is he reliable?

Hon. €. B. WILLIAMS: His statement
has never been denied,

Hon. E. H. Harris: You ought to call for
the papers.

Hon. C. B, WILLIAMS: I have noi be-
come a politician yet, and do not want fo
call for anything. I know what is going on
under my very nose. Whoever is to blame
amongst the officials of the department
should be pushed out of his job. The whole
thing is disastrous for Kalgoorlie. A bat-
tery was being subsidised by the Govern-
ment and was doing the work that was neces-
sary. The prospectors have now had their
snbsidies cut out, and they have to take
their ore to this derelict plant, In such a
bad condidtion was it that it had to be put
on to conerete. Although some of the mines
officials are drawing about £1,500 a vear,
they do not know the AB.C. of mining.
This is something that the industry has to
put up with. Why do not the Government
invest in more batieries like those on the
Lake View or go in for an up-to-date treat-
ment plant? Such a plant would not eost
more than about £4,000. There are wet
treatment plants in the district coping with
330 tons of ore a day. This other old plant
will not do that muech in a month. Up-fo-
date companies are dismantling their bat-
teries and putting in modern equipment, not-
withstanding which we find the Government
renting and reconditioning an old plant.

Hon. G. W, Miles: Are not ball rollers
more economical than this old method?

Hon. C. B, WILLIAMS: The plant re-
cently erected at Lake View can do 350 tons
of ore every 24 hours. T am informed that
a wet mill costs only about £1,500. True the
old batiery has not been running very long.
There is a siation nearby called Kallaroo,
and another calied Golden Gate. To reach
Golden Gate one has to go over a high
bridge. Within 150 yards of the battery is
a railway. No one has yet thought of con-
necting the railway with the battery, a dis-
tance of 130 yards.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Tt crosses the main
read, does it not?
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Hon., C. B. WILLIAMS: That does not
matter. The Lake View trams run across
the main line.

Hon. J. Cornell: If the main road cuts it
off from the railway, it should never have
been put there.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: One train a day
would be snflicient to shift all the trucks.

Prospectors now have to eart their
ore half a mile from the Goiden Gate
station and also unload it at the bat-

Government had not the in-
itiative te put in this short stretch of
line. Mr, Leslie, of Kurrawang, would
have had it down in an bour, The Goyern-
ment have allowed all these months to
elapse, and forced the prospectors to make
all this long haulage. It is no wonder the
State is in difficulties when we have a rail-
way commissioner who is so devoid of com-
mon sense idens. Any kind of old rails
would suffice, and almost any kind of sleeper
would do. The construction of this short
line would have proved economical to the
Railway Department as well as to the pros-
pectors.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Is Esperance in your
provinece?

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I am just com-
ing to that. I have tried to represent the
farmers in my province. I do not know any-
one who has suffered more than they have.
Tlie unemployed have to put up with vile
condifions, but in the ease of a big percen-
tage of them, principally the single men,
when their hats are on, thev are home.

Member: They have no hats nowadays.

Hon. C. B. WILLTAMS: Then those who
are not hald will have their hair as their
home. Tt means that thev go where they
like, how they like. But the man on the land,
having put in years of labour and all his
capital, thought he would make a suceess of
life for himself and all eonnected with him.
Now he has becomne disorganised. 1 have
heard hon. members say that this is a non-
party Iouse. I have certainly heard the
President deseribe himself as an Independent,
a non-party man. He stood as sueh.

Hon. E. H. Harris: We thought we heard
you say that.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: Yes, and T stuck
toe my woridl. Xp politician in Australia
should have the andacity to put up as a
Labour man and then proceed to reduce old-
age pensions. I said that if that was the
action of the Labour Party, I would have
nothing to do with it. Still, T do not profess
to be an Independent; I am a pledged mem-

tery. The
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ber of the Labour Party. There is no in-
dependence about me. 1 am an absolute
party man, and so0 is evervone here execept
the President. I do not know that the Presi-
dent will take that as flattery, but he has had
the courage, over a number of years, to
stand as an Independent. I have had the
pleasure and honour of fighting him politi-
cally. Many persons emulate the President
up to the time when an election is pear, hut
then they take shelter under the wing of a
party.

Hon.
Piesze?

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: He is such a
yvoung member of this Chammber that I quite
forgot abont him. 1 apologise.

Ion. G. W. Miles: What about the de-
clared secessionist nlongside you?

Hon, €. B. WILLIAMS: I understand
that that hon. member is a pledged Labour
man., Secession is not a plank in the Labour
Party’s platform. The Cabinet of this coun-
try consists of four farmers and three
Nationalists. I sce no difference between
them. The farmers' representatives are
doing the same as I am doing, talking te

G. W. Miles: What about My,

farmers with farming on their lips. The
farmers’ representatives have had  every

opportunity, both in this State and in the
Commonwealth, to do something for the
farmers. The Government have no right to
expect the farmer to stay on the land, grow
wheat, and put in all his eapital and all his
life with ahsolutely no bright outlook. The
farmer has been asked to go broke and stay
broke on his farm, so that the country may
continue. Can the farmer under present con-
ditions see daylight? The Government have
no intention of relieving him in any way, or
of offering him assistanee to get over the
high stile confronting him. My district is
a new district as regards farming. How can
the Government expect the settlers there to
repay what they owe to the State, with wheat
at its present price? The time is overdue
for the Government to say something that
will show the farmer that he has a chance
of sticking to his farm, and of getting over-
head charges which he eannct possibly pay
written off. The present Government, though
consisting largely of farmers, offer no help
whatever o the farmers. If a Lahour Gov-
ernment were in power to-day, I would fight
that Government tooth and nail, would re-
fuse to vote for the measures of sueh a Gov-
ernment, if my constituents in their pre-
sent position, were not belped hy the
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Government. The present Government
have the taxing power needed to help
the farmer. It i1s sheer hypocrisy for far-
mers’ representatives to urge the farmer to
remain on his land. How ean farming
succeed without any help Erom the rest of the
people? A large portion of our population
is living in plenty; the piefure shows are
never empty. At the goldfields races the re-
flection oceurred to me that thousands upon
thousands in this State were living on 7s. 8
week, while there before my eves was
£100,000 worth of clothes, beautiful suits of
the men and splendid costumes of the ladies.
The Government have had two vears at re-
ducing cosis, and where are they ending?
The country is ten times worse off to-day
than previously. Some of the farmers
representatives are fairly prosperous, having
been long on the land. They do not feel
the pinch. 1 shall go down to Esperance in
November and tell the farmers, as I
told them two years ago, that they are mugs
to remain cn the land under present condi-
tions, without any hope. They are used by
every Government as a foothall to he kicked
along.  Meantime nothing iz done for
thhem. We reduced the land tax hecause we
knew the farmers eould not pay it. It is
high time the Government did something to
ensure that the farmer gets a price which
will afford something like a living wage. Or
else let the Government wipe off some of the
back debts, some of the overhead charges.
Let the Western Australian people share that
liability.  After all, we are living on credit.
When the farmer becomes well off again, the
Ciovernment can tax him a bit more. In the
Esperanee district [armers work under a
local hoard, and are not doing so bhadly,
apart from fhe overhead charges which are
being piled on their land. We shall never
be ahle to sell the sheep we have in this
State, nor the cattle either. There ave rail-
ways in Western Australiz.  Would it not
pay the Government to take sheep from the
sheep men and, in return, put some hundreds
of the unemploved in those distriets to con-
serve water for the sheep and catile? Then
the Government would not have to worry
abont the farmers at all; the farmers would
be able to live on their farms comfortably
and well. It wounld be necessarv to trv to
make wheat growing pay expenses as they
came along. But there is no initiative. The
sheep will he allowed to die in the South-
West, and the cattle to die on the hoof in
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the North, before the Government will spend
money to send the stock to where they can
be supported. What would it cost? We
have the trains and they must be employed.
We know it wonld cost nothing, but under
the system of bookkeeping that we have,
there are so many echarges to be made as
between departments, that in the end the
cows are worth nothing. I want the Gov-
ernment to break away from that system.
They and their departmental oflicials should
display some initintive. Here we have peo-
ple starving in a land of plenty. 1 could go
an speaking for a long time about the farmer
and the deal he is receiving From a Govern-
ment drawn from his own political represen-
tatives. They say that because of the finan-
cial position, they can do nothing to help the
man on the land. If T were Minister fov
Lands, T would see to it that I did something
for the farmers, or T would get out. I would
tax those people whe run motor cars or go
to picture shows.

Hon. J. Cornell; They would get rid of
vou.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: They could try
to do so as quickly as they liked. Faney the
hypocrisy of the present position, when two-
Llhirds of the people have plenty and the re-
maining third are starving! We have the
goods and evervthing that we require—ex-
cept the eash, What the dickens is the good
of eash? 1t is merely a means of exchange.
We have plenty of cattle, sheep, fruit, and
everything else and not enough brains te
distribute them. We give people permanent
positions in the metropolitan area and pay
some £1,000 or £1,500 a year, and they have
not the brains to show 2 way out. Yet we
have to get down and bow to them, bhecause
they have the drop on us. Thev can make
things very uncomfortable for us if we want
something for our eonstituents, and they ean
force us to pay if we owe a little taxation.
We are overridden by public servants and
alleged experts, with the result that poli-
ticians have beeome exiremely frightened.
When men get into the highest positions 1
have in mind, they immediately bzacome
frightened of the people who put them there.
They are afraid to tell them the truth.

Hon. G. Fraser: Are vou speaking for
yourselE7

Hon. C. B. WILLTAMS: I am not afraid
of anyone. I am saying what you should be
game to say. Get up and say it! Two-
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thirds of the people on this State are not
paying enough towards the upkeep of the
vemaining third. I say that empbatically,
as & Labour man, There are thonusands prac-
tically starving. That is what I want you 1>
say. It refers to your people, who are my
people.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The hon.
wmember can address another hon. member
only through the Chair.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: I beg your par-
don, Mr. President; I shall not go over it
again. 1 did not mean to be personal; thes
lon. wember knows it. What is required
to-day is sincerity of purpose. That is lack-
ing in politicians to-day. Here we have
gseven of them out of a Parliament of 80
members, and those seven secnre the plums.
It is always a seramble for those plums.
The seven members have got those plums,
and neither Heaven nor earth will shift them
ontil the end of three years; and all the time
there are 35 or more who are endeavouring
to shift those seven so that the plums may
be secured by seven of their own rank.
“Dummy,” as the Press refer to the general
publie, has grown tired of members of Par-
liament because “Dummy” realises that
members in this State and throughout the
Commonwealth are in Parliament for the
emoluments and power to be gained. That
is proved by what happened to the Senllin
Government, and is proved hy politics of
to-day. We see what has been happening
in the Federal arena. We realise the foot-
ball provided for the people in the shape ol
tariffts. They were not fashioned for love
of the people to kick up or down. Ths
taviffs were framed for another purpose.
From whom do the political parties of Aus-
tralia seenre their funds? From “Dummy,”
from the ordinary raok and file of their
pariy? Nothing of the kind. They secure
their funds from people who are lookinz
for perquisites and for some return.

Hon. J. Cornell: Where are ther? I
wonld like to find them.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: The importers
and exporters of Australia benefit by the in-
creased tariffs, and by instde information
that the tariff on such-and-such a line is to
o up or is fo be decreased. Neither the
worker nor the farmer secures any benefif.
That is what polities in Australia to-day
amount to. The result is that one-third of
our people are out of work, and many thou-
sands of people on the land are receiving a
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very raw deal. I had better not continue
talking along these lines, or I shall he in-
sulting someone. I realise the hypoerisy of
politics a8 we know it to-day. Instead of
people being fought for and everything pos-
sible being done to provide work for them,
we realise that no attempt is being made to
get over the difficulty, except by the provi-
sion of a scheme for shovelling sand and
that will enable men to he kept away fromn
Perth. That may not last for ever, and the
people many not stand it. If they do any-
thing later on, all the police in Perth will
not hold them, The object is to keep the
men out of town, on the ground that if they
get enough tucker they will be satisfied. The
time is drawing near when the Government
will not keep the farmers satisfied, and when
that time arrives, I will risk a punch on the
nose by telling them that they are the big-
gest mugs in the world to have allowed the
Government to keep them on starvation con-
ditions, The average farmer will not toler-
nte & Labour man. He now has a Govern-
ment of his own representatives, and I have
shown what sort of a deal he has been re-
ceiving., I will now refer to matters relating
to Esperance. You, Mr. President, Mr, Cor-
netl, and every member who has been to that
port must have seen the ridieulous arrange-
ments regarding the rallway service. In-
stead of the train pulling directly into the
town, as soon as the train is near Esperance,
the engine is detached and is joined up at
the other end of the train, and then the pas-
sengers are pulled around a sandhill into the
township. The railway officials have no
brains, or they would put on a few men to
dig a cuiting through the sandhills and en-
able the train to be taken straight into the
township, thus saving the present wastage
of coal and haulage. When the Government
went in for retrenchment, the railway en-
gineers at Ilalgoorlie were left there, but
the men on the road were sacked. The re-
sult is that we have this sort of thing going
on, Not sufficient initiative is possessed by
the authorities to cul through a small sand-
hill! No wonder the people of Esperance
growl. The Chief Secretary has visited
Esperance and kinows the posttion not only
regarding the railway arrangements but the
Jetty as well. 1t is a wonder the towns-
people did not take advantage of the pre-
sence of a Minister of the Crown to duck
him,

ITon. J. Cornell: On the other band, they
gave him a good time.
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Hon, C, B. WILLIAMS: That is the
trouble with the people there. They give a
visifing Minister a good time and then he
goes away thinking they will be happy for
the next 12 months. It is time some work
was done at Esperanee. The jefty has
proved satisfactory so far, seeing that it bas
not been knocked down by a host or broken
up by the weather. When the time comes
that either one or the other happens to the
jetty, will the Government then say that
they will shift the wheat from the Epseranco
farmers’ allotments over the railway system
to Fremantle for the same price as they
charged over the line to Esperance? 1 do
not think they will do so. On the other hand,
I hope that the Government will spend a few
pounds by putting the unemployed on the
cutting I have referred to, and on the
strengthening of the jetty. We have heard
complaints abonut the attitude of people on
the goldfields in trading with the Eastern
States rather than with Western Australian
merchants. It is the business people who
buy their lines and then dispose of them to
{ke general public. Why do not the Govern-
ment and the railway authorities make the
Esperance line attractive to the goldfields
residents and induece them to make use of the
port of Esperance? Almost a ton of dyna-
wite had te be used te induce the Commis-
sioner of Railways to put on a suitable
cugine so that the people from Kalgoorlie
could journey to Esperance in decent time
for their Christmas holidays, I admit that
it is shameful that people on the goldfields
draw their supplies from the Eastern States
and pafronise the Commonwealth railway in
preference to trading with people wiibin
their own State. When the mining industry
was depressed, the goldfields people ealled
out for concessions and got them from the
Government of this State. Now the industry
is in a flourishing condition, they should pat-
ronise loeal industry and so provide a return
for what they had in earlier days. That,
however, does not get away from the faet
that the port of Esperance is not being used
as it should be, and the Government should
do something towards that end. I wish 1o
dissociate myself from remarks made by Mr.
Holmes with reference to Collie coal. I de
not know much about Collie coal and T do
not want to know much more. Even if w~ do
pay a few shillings more for Collie eoal in
comparison with what we pay for Newcastle
coal, surely it is justified because Collie
is a fairly large town where some
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hundreds of men are employed in
the mining indostry, which maintains
snme thousands of townspeople as well.
1t is highly unpatriotic for any Western
Australian to advocate that the town of
Collie should be wiped out merely for the
sake of saving a few shillings per ton on
eonl and satisfying some pet theory for buy-
ing coal from Newcastlee What is New
South Wales to us? It is a sister State and
the people there are our kith and kin, hut
this is a time when the motto shouid be each
for himself and this State for itself. This
State already submits te enough huardships
from the Eastern States, and it ill-becomes
any member of Parliament to advoeate ex-
tingunishing a flourishing industry at Collie
to sntisfv his own personal animosity and
save a few shillings on the ecoal hill. We
in this State are in honowr bound to buy
everything possible locally. If anyvhady
purchases outside the State anything that
can be supplied within, he should be shipped
to the other Statesand not paid any pension
either. I would thank the hon. member not
to suggest in my hearing the purchase of
Neweastle coal in place of Collie coal. Every-
body feels sorrowful at the trouble eaused by
unemployment, Those of us, whether voung,
middle-aged or old, who have seals in the
House shonld censider ourselves fortunate
that we are not unemployed. No one should
make skittles of the unemployed. XNo one
should use the trouble to make politieal cap-
ital out of 1. I have beer unemployed for
two periods of threc wonths and 1 ean sym-
pathise with the pecple who are out of work
to-day. 1 was a feetotaller then; if I had
been a hit of a boozer, I do not think 1
wonld have survived. T have every sym-
pathy for the man who is looking for work
hevause that is harder than the hardest toil.
A man suffers more hurts and his feelings
sink lower when he s unemployved than when
he is engaged in the hardest work. I have
done some of the hardest work, and I would
sooner put my back to the truck, or handle
the shovel to-morrow at 1d4s, 10d. a day un-
derground, than walk around unemployed. It
is the most heari-breaking experience, There
are avenues on the goldfields for emploving
many of the workers. The Chief Secretary,
when recovering from his illness, met the
loeal eouncil and a proposal was submitted
for the erection of cheap bouses. Rents at
Kalgoorlie are mueh higher than those in
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Perth. The average house in Perth, let at
205, or 30s, a week, is a mansion compared
with a house commanding the same rental
in Kalgoorlie.

Hon. J. Cornell: The average out-house
is better.

Hon, €. B. WILLIAMS: The average
ator garage is hetter than some of the Kal-
goorlie houses let at 20s. or 30s. a week, One
agent said that previous to the depression
which hit the vest of Australia, and which
re-acted in a different way on the goldfields,
he used to walk out and Jook at the sky and
remark, “God bless me, I think T shall have
to take a trip away.” The explanation was
that when the rain came, the tenants would
enll upon him and complain about leaky
roofs, ete. Now he said he could stay in,
regardless of whether it rained. They did
not want their roofs mended; they had no
option but te pay their 20s. or 30s. rent
where previously they paid 7s. 6d. We have
the bricks, the timber, the eement and the
lime; we liave plenty of bricklayers and other
men out of work, and there are many people
on the goldfields wanting hounses and unable
to get them. Many people are renting rooms.
Many of the hotels that were delicensed have
heen converted into flats, and the owners are
able to command three times the rental value
they got from the premises as hotels in the
hoom days. There are over 2,000 men work-
ing in the mines and there are also the town
employvees, the railway employees and the
prospectors to be considered. Men are work-
ing full time and earning fair money, and
they need houses, and would it not be a
good plan to send unemployed there to build
houses? Houses might as well be ereeted
where they are so badly needed as to leave
the material lving in the timber yards and
brick yards. There is need for hundreds of
reasonably cheap honses, not houses such as
are heing erected at a cost of £350,
£450, or £600. They are too dear for
the workers, who wonld not be able to pay
for them, hut there is need for cheap houses
and many of them. The Government show
no initiative. They wonld sooner have the
woney in the shape of material lying in the
timbey vards and brick yards. If they put
unemployed on to building houses much
money could he saved in sustenance and the
men would feel more independent. I com-
mend the proposal to the Government. There
would be no difficulty about selling or letting

such houses. Regarding sandalwood we used
to get 6,000 tons a year. Since the Govern-
ment imposed restrictions some years ago, we
do not get 600 tons. Some 10,0600 tons of
sandalwood are said to be in stock at Fre-
mantie and in China, held np for a priece,
while the industry is allowed to go to picees.
Hundreds of men were emploved in the in-
dustry and could be employed to-day, despite
the statement of the Ainister for Forests,
hut the wood is held up because the Govern-
ment fet the business 1o a combine. Such a
stage was reached, owing to the restrietions
of the Forests Department, that sandalwood-
ers, thrown out of work, went to South Ans-
tralia and pulled sandalwood there. They
made thousands of pounds by selling it to
the Chinese at a priee satistactory to them-
selves. They were certainly not paying £9
per ton royalty. They continned to pult
wood In South Australia for a year or two
uniil the people interested in the monopoly
in this State interviewed the Government of
South Australia, and those people lost their
contract. The same people who have the
monopoly in this State then got the contraet
there, with the addition of a Chinaman. In-
stead of this State exporting its share of the
wood, the firm exported the wood from South
Australia and accumulated the thousands of
tons at Fremantle. Western Australia has
suffered the loss of practically the whole of
the sandalwood trade and at least 300 men
have been thrown oub of emplovment. The
Government, too, lost the wealth derived
from the industry. This is a crying shame.
It is another example of the absolute useless-
ness of the offieers of the Forests Depart-
ment. The Premier says that the Conserva-
tor, Mr. Kessell, is a good man, and so does
Mr. Collier. T do nnf agree with them. The
sandalwood can be sold in China. Skuthorpe
showed that he conld sell ail he conld pull
and at a remunerative price, but because
thousands of tons are in stock here, no more
will be pulled until that is disposed of at the
price asked hy the eombine, a price forced
high by unbusinesslike methods. The Gov-
ernment should help the monopoly to eut its
loss, et rid of as much of the wood as
possible at a price, and allow the puller to
he sent into the bush again. There is another
matter affecting the Forests Department to
which T wish to vefer. If what T hear is
correct, it is somewhat akin to the battery
matter at Kalgoorlie. Twelve months or
more ago the Forests Department issned a
regulation refusing to allow the cutting of
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mining timber in the Widgiemooltha State
forezi. T wrote fo the department tak-
ing exception to people who had sidings
being deprived of this right, and was in-
formed that the Kurrawang compauy were
going through such good bush that it was a
shame to see good mining timber being cuf
for firewood. The people who had been
operating at Widgiemooltha were asked to
go to Kurrawang and cut the mining timber,
as the company cut the firewood, 5o that the
State forest econld be reserved for future use.
The money that previously went to the Gov-
erument in the shape of freighi on mining
timher then went to the IKurrawang com-
puany. Thus good trade was turned awny
from the Government railways, trade repre-
senting some thousands of tons of timber a
vear. That was bad enongh, but then I found
that a party of Jugo-Slavs had zecured the
exclusive vight fo cuf the mining timber.
The people who supplied timber to the
mines bhad to sign an agreement to fake it
from the Jugo-Slavs and it is currently said
that the forest ramgers are behind the for-
eigners. 1 should like some inquiry made
into this, an inquiry by an independent
source to find out who really is behicd the
Slavs. I have no wish to be told it is not
trur—berause T know it is true—that Mrs.
Leslie signed an agreement that she would
take timber from the Slavs. In any in-
vestigation that may be made T do not want
to get a report from the department telling
me that what T bave said it not trme. I
know it is true. There is another instance
of a wan who had a contract to supply gimlet
wood to the mines. He conld get tons of it
within & short radius of Kalgoorlie, but the
forest rangers would not let him. Noj; it
had to come from the Slavs on the Kurra-
wang woodline. I want an inquiry made as
to whether that is so, and whether the
officers of the Forests Department are advis-
ing the Minister to prohibit the cutting of
timber on Government reserves so that every-
thing shall go out to the woodline where the

Britishers will not get a look-in at
cutting timber, T do not want the
inquiry conducted by 1Mr. Kessell, It

is a pretty state of affairs, and everyone
seems to know what is geoing on except the
man in charge of the Forests Department.
1 think I have said enough to show that I
am dissatisfied with what is going on. The
Minister will tell me that he is helpless be-
cause of the seareity of money. T sball not
go into that question now. There is one other
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matter to whichk I wish to draw attention.
On the Esperance line there is a siding
called Speddingup and there are pioneers
there who should receive every ounce of en-
couragement. The Govermment are contend-
ing all the time that costs of production
should be brought down. The pioneers at
Speddingup have gone on to sandplain coun-
try and one family named Smith have spent
a considerable amount of money there
already. They should be encouraged in
every possible way. These people ask that
a siding should be put in at Speddingrp
so that a truck may be shunted on fo it.
At present they have to pay all sorts of extra
charges. That is not the way to encourage
pioneers, I hope the Chief Secretary will
draw the attention of the Minister for Rail-
ways to the disability under which these
people labour. At least they should have a
privilege similar to that granted to the set-
tlers of Scaddan and Grass Patch who do
not pay the extra charges that are levied
from the people at Speddingup. I hope
that before Parliament rises something will
be done for the farmers in the way of in-
creased prices for their commodities. The
people in this State who are living in plenty,
or who have good jobs, should be made to
pay their share towards the assistanee of
their unfortunate brothers who are not get-
ting it.

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central} [9.20]:
I am sorry to have to take up the running
at this late hour of the night, but circum-
stances compel me to do s0. T shall he leav-
ing for the country to-morrow morning and
I understand the Minister is anxious fo
bring the debate on the Address-in-reply to
an early conclusion. Therefore, I shall be
as brief as I can. T join with other mem-
bers in the congratunlations exiended to you,
Sir, on your re-election as President of the
Chamber. I also extend congratulations to
the new members and express my regret at
the passing of those fo whom reference has
already heen made. I regret also to learn
of the serious illness of Mr. Allsop. The
first matter mentioned in the Speech which
comes to my attention is that of wheat pro-
duction. That it continues to be satisfac-
tery is something that we can all feel prond
and happy about, but as we all know it is
not only a question of the yield, and while
we have to be thankful for that, we must
realise that the wheatgrower cannot be ex-
pected to continue his operations until con-
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ditions make it worth his while to do so. In
this State we onrselves are not able to raise
any money with which to pay a bonus or
make it werth while for the wheatgrower to
continne, Therefore I hope that representa-
tions will be made to fhe Federal Parliament
to again grant a bonus to the wheatgrowers.
This is one of the things on which all mem-
bers of Parliament in the State should unite.
e should emphatically draw the attention
of the Federal Government to the vital
necessity for doing something of that naturz.
The Federal Government have seen fit to
take away the gold bonus after baving ve-
duced it, and whilst in certain parts of the
Central Provinee there are goldfields, I am
hound to say that during the period gold is
bringing a high price, and wheat, an un-
payable price, if the Federal Governmeut
must take away the bonus on gold because
of the enhanced value of the commodity, the
farmers have every right to ask that the pay-
ment of the wheat bonus shali be con-
tinted. The next matter we come to is
the reduction of interest by the Agrieultural
Bank. That reduction is very welcome, The
Associated Banks have also reduced the rates
of interest. Without desiring to join in the
chorns against the banks ip the State, and
whilst there is the necessity for interest rates
to come down, we have every reason to ba
thankful that our banking instituiions ara
conducted in a manner which has saved us
from a ecatastrophe such as that whiek has
happened in the United States of Ameriea,
where in the last 12 months no fewer than
1.000 banks closed their doors. We have a
small idea of the trouble, inconvenience and
hardship that can be caused by such insti-
tutions failing. In our own eity a small
bank that bad not been funetioning for o
great length of time closed its doors. That
did a considerable amount of harm., Just
here I should like to ask how it was made
possible for such a bank to keep going at all,
becaunse there were ugly rumours about it
from its very inception. When that bank
closed its doors a number of primary pro-
ducers thronghout the State were badly hit.
The operations of the Farmers’ Debts Ad-
justment Act, notwithstanding the hostile
criticism that was levelled against it in this
and another place, has exceeded the expes-
tations of the Government and certainly of
many members of Parliament, and likewise
many connected with the agricultural indus-
trv. T am sorry I cannot say the same abou-
an Act that created a lot of disenssion and
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to which a great amount of thought was
given—I refer to the Hire Purchase Agree-
ment Act. It will be remembered that when
the Bill was before us it was referred to a
select committee, and notwithstanding what
we did we have proof of the old adage that
a coach and four can be driven through an
Act of Parliament. I am in a position to
say that the Hire Purchase Agreement Act
has not given that redress and relief that
many primary producers required, but I
hope, notwithstanding the difficulties that
surround the matter, the Government wiil
give it consideration and bring down amend-
ments that will be more in keeping with
the ideas of members which were expressed
when the measure was Dbeing considered.
With regard to the pastoral industry, [
understand that the wool elip will be a
record one, but here again, while not
troubled about the production, we are
troubled about the price. I have here a
communication from one of the wool com-
panies showing the following figures:—

Production, Value.
1927 13,878 bales £402,458
1928 14,312, 346,729
1929 13,938 204,568
1930 12,301, 131,337
1931 13,168 ,, 146,544

Another direction in which low prices have
seriously affected business is the sale of
sheep.  While in 1928 this ecompany sold
82,150 sheep at 14s. 4d. or £58,862, the total
sales last year were 203,280 at an average
priee of 5s. or an aggregate value of £51,106.
Thus three times as many sheep yielded only
a slightly smaller return. 8o no words are
required to draw attention to the verv ser-
ious condition of the pastoral industry. We
learn from the Speech that in dairying we
have almost overtaken the local market, but
that the imports for 1931-32 indieate that
although econsiderable progress has heen
made, we still have a long way to go. In this
connection I remind the Government that the
land in the Central Provinee served by the
port of Geraldton is considered by those
in a position te judge to be amongst the best
mixed farming country in the State. Quite
recently the Director of Agrieulture, paying
us one of his too few visits, expressed snr-
prise at the undoubted suitability of the land
in the Vietoria distriet for the production
of fat lambs. Dairyving alsoe is making great
strides in our district. The rich lands of
the Trwin River flats under any sort of jnd-
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icivus administration in the past would now
be producing as much butter ag the South-
West factories, and at nothing like the cost
to the State. In Northampton and other
districts the low prices of wheat and sheep
have forced settlers to twrn their attention
to dairying, and with very satisfactory re-
sults. I should like to draw the attention of
the Government to the Chapman State Farm.
I ean remember many years ago when we
bad young men up there learning to farm.
That has been diseontinued, I suppose for
some very good reason. The people of the
Central Province, if they want their sons tn
learn farming, must send them down to Nar-
rogin or to Muresk. But it has for too long
been overlooked that in this State with its
great agricultural distanees, the conditions
vary tremendously. We have the Chapman
State Farm up there, and T should like to
know why we cannot have at least half a
dozen students on that farm. If there is a
good reason for it, I shonld he glad to hear
it. Here T want to express my appreciafion
of the promise the Minister for Lands made
to some people in our district, that as soon
as possible he would arrange for a visit by
the Railway Advisory Board to report on
the railway project north of Yuna. The
board has been, and members know that the
report made is very favourable. There is
no doubt we have there a very fine
streich of eountry eminently suited to whent
production. It is hard to believe that this
is so far north as the Murchison River, and
that it is not merely the opinion of men,
but that splendid results have been obtained.
Of course we know that money is not avail-
able just now for the construction of the
railway, but many of us are of the opinion
that if money is to be advanced to keep
men employed, it is high time they were put
on to work that will help us in maintaining
the volume of our exports wherewith to meet
our commitments and balance the Budget.
Therefore, if it be true that there is a fair
guantity of second-hand rails in our district,
[ think attention might be given to using
them up. It would save purchasing the rails,
and if there be not sufficient second-hand
sleepers in satisfactory condition, at all
events the State produces sleepers. If we
have the rails we have the major portion
of the line, and the men on sustenance work
might just as well be employed in laying that
railway to enable farmers o lift their whent
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to the port of Geraldton on which so mueh
money has heen spent and which, unless it
be properly uiilised and ocecupied, will
not pay interest and sinking fund.
Now I should like to know from the Minis-
ter whether any consideration has ever been
given to doing anything with our abandoned
farms bevond placing caretakers on them.
I understand that there are no fewer than
1,000 abandoned farms, representing some
tens of thousands of public money. T was
wondering whether the Government in the
not very distant future ecould get sufficient
money o enable them to do something with
those farms; not in the way of calling for
tenders ns at present, but to place unem-
ploved agrieulturists on them under the
supervision of Agrienltural Bank inspectors.
It has ocemrred to me that unemployed men
with ogrienitural experience might well be
put on to those farms, of course under the
supervision of a departmental inspeector,
each of whom might be given half a dozen
farms to sapervise.

Hon. J. Cornell interjected.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I realise that, and
perhaps the Government having had such
experience, would prefer the arrangement I
have suggested rather than put men bhack
on to farms on whiek they had previously
failed. This is a matter in which we are all
interested, and the managing trustee of the
Agricultural Bank might be able to call in
some experienced agriculturists to assist him
in this prohlem. I ean quite understand that
if so large a number of farms were on the
hooks of any one or more of the Associated
Banks, some action would be taken heyvond
what has been taken by the Government to
preserve the equity in those properties, An
abandoned farm very quickly deteriorates and
unfortunately even the houses on them ave
not left alone, for vandalism is carried on
to a shocking extent. I think it would be
well worth while for the Government to give
attention to this matter. I bope the Minister
will make a note of this, for it is most im-
pressive to listen to the remarks of members
of Parliament during a long dreary debate
like this which costs the eountry a consider-
able amount of money and juostifies the com-
ments made in the “West Australian” at
times, especially if the suggestions put out
by members are not given due eonsideration.
Do the Government take any notice of the
suggestions thrown out? I think we are
justified in asking that question. Very often
we hear that the party system should be
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abolished, and that we should bave elective
Ministries. But this kind of thing is all
by the way while the strongest individual
eritical party in Parliament still sets its face
against anything of the kind, 1f we cannot
have that, then members of Parliament
should be encouraged to put up construetive
eriticism in the assurance that due atten-
tion will be given to it. Whilst the increase
in our production is gratifying, it is neces-
sary to dirveet attention to the imports of
those things which we could ‘and should pro-
vide in our own State. Notwithstanding that
we are told in the Speech that we have just
about overtaken the loeal demand, I find
that in 1931-32 we imported butter to the
value of £236,041. In the previous year we
imported £390,807 worth, so that we are im-
proving. During 1931-32, the cheese im-
ports were valued at £90,859, Now that we
have a cheese factory we shall continue to
improve on these fizures. During 1931-32
we imported bacon and hams to the value of
£682,103, and potatoes to the wvalue of
£11,573. These figures show how necessary
it 1s that we should eoncentrate on the en-
conragement of local industry. Good pro-
gress has been made, but much remains to
be dene, For the vear ended the 30th June,
1931, we imported £158,275 worth of eon-
fectionery. Worse still, we imported
£1,538,969 worth of apparel and soft goods,
and £388,447 worth of boots and shoes. We
have woollen mills of our own. We were
told the other evening by Mr. Wittenoom
that the mill is exporting clothing to the
Fastern States.  The Minister for Mines
and the Chamher of Manufactures are con-
stantly trying to din into onr ears the neces-
sity for displaying greater loyalty to the
State and giving greater patronage to laeal
industry. Yet we find we are sending a mil-
lion and a half of money out of the State
for apparel and soft goods. That may he
the fault of our manufacturers, and the
price charged may be too high. I heard a
lady in this city speaking over the wireless
a few weeks ago. This woman has battled
for vears. I had never met her, hut she
said she had been paying £50,000 a vear
in wages, but to-day she was struggeling
along with a payment of £5,000. A man
I knew in Geraldton started a eclothing
factory. He used to employ 300 or 400
people, but to-day he ean only keep 20 or
30 going. Is it any wonder our people are
out of work when there are so manyv eitizens
who are disloval to the State, and vefuse to
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pay the small extra charge in the purchase of
loeally manufactured goods? I do net know
what is Dbest to be done. There is
something wrong with the people. I am a
son of this State. Thuring the war we were
second to none in the response to our coun-
try’s call, This matter is just as serious
as the war. I do not know that Parliament
ean do any good. We could close down
Parliament, and send members all over the
country preaching the necessity for patron-
ising loeally manufactured goods and pro-
viding employment for our young people.
Of course it is hard on the housewife, who
goes out with her all too meagre purse, that
she should pay the extra price demanded for
local goods. It is a short-sighted policy to
buy the cheapest stuff and fail to patronise
our own State,

Hon. J. Cornell: You throw all the blame
on the purchaser and not an the retailer,

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I am doing noth-
ing of the kind. I said I did not know whether
or not the trouble was due to the extra price
charged. The Arbitration Court, I think,
provides for a higher wage in this State
than in any other State. Gold mining is
referred to in the Speech as one of the
brightest features in the State’s develop-
ment, Reference is made to the exchange
and the gold bonus and to the gratifying
developments on the Golden Mile and at
Wiluna.  Other goldfields representatives
can, I am sure, offer some meed of praise to
the Government for the assistance they have
rendered to prospectors, On many ocea-
stons, however, complaints have heen made
to me concerning the niggardiiness of the
Governinent in the {reatment they have
accorded Lo individual prospeectors. I think,
however, the Government have done their
best in a eritieal period. I ask the Chief
Seccretary to note the very serious condition
of affairs resulting from the treatment of
arsenic at Wiluna. There is such a thing as
arsenical dermatitis. I have seen men in the
Cleraldton hospital suffering from that dis-
case. We understand from Dr. Atkinson
that the matler is receiving attention. 1
have read his letter. Notwithstanding that be
has visited the mines and looked into the
preventive metheds that are adopted, it
seems to me that the Principal Medieal
Officer is not fully seized of the serious
nature of the trouble. If Dr. Atkinson had
seen a man I saw in the Geraldton hospital
1 think he would have regarded the matter
in a more serious light. It may be diffienit



(13 SepTEMBER, 1932.]

to do anything that will altogether prevent
the trouble, but we have a right to expect
that every possible means will be adopted
to safeguard the health of the men employed
from the ravages of this disease. The Speech
also makes reference to land. Again I stress
the need for doing something, even at this
late hour, to bring into use the thousands
of acres alongside existing railways that are
locked up as reserves. I do not want pos-
terity to be robhed of ifs land, but when se
much territory is serving no useful purpose,
and is close to existing railways, something
should be done with it. Will the Minjster
let us know why so much land has been
locked up in this way?

The Chief Secretary: To what reserves are
you referring?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: The information ean
readily he obtained from the reserves brauch
of the Lands Deparltment. This position
applies to many parts of the State. I also
wish to draw attention to the areas of
alienated land alongside existing railways
that is also unused. How much better off
we would have been now if years ago Gov-
ernments had ingsisted on the holders com-
plving with the conditions under which the
land was granted. T have previously dir-
ected attention to this matter, but very little
has been done. Cases of hardship frequently
oceur, and it is only right they should re-
ceive consideration. After due allowanee
has been made for such cases, determined
action should be taken to remedy the posi-
tion. The consideration with respect to the
ntilisation of idle lands should bhe those lands
which are within reasonable distance of a
railway. Successive Governments have failed
to bring into operation the provisions of the
Closer Settlement Act. Will the Minister
say why this Aet has not been bronght into
forece? If it is considered unworkable, the
conditions should be amended so that it
might be utilised in a manner that would
be favonrable fo the Jandholder, and to the
people of the State generally. If the present
Minister for Lands can do something in the
direction indicated he will acecomplish
what will be worth while.  Considerable
economies have been effected in the railway
system, but one wonders why they were not
hrought ahout vears ago. One also wonders
why, if we have that management which
Commissioner contre! is supposed fo pro-
vide, it was possible to have such a hig re-
duction in the number of the emplovees and
yet maintain the existing service. Tt is stated
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that over a thousand empiovees have been
dismissed. TIn a comparatively small system
such as we have that is a drastic reduction,
especially as the services are hecing main-
tained as they were before.

Hon. J. Cornell: We shall pay the price
later on in maintenance.

Hon. E. H. HL HALL: If there be any
doubt as to the ability of the Commissioner
successfully to administer the railways under
existing conditions, I would refer to the writ-
ten statement in which he said he was
obliged to take whatever coal the miners
cared to supply and to pay for it at the hasic
price demanded by the supplying company.
If that is net an unholy alliance it will he
difficult to find onc. [ should like to know
where the taxpayer eomes in, the person who
must rightfully be considered. Lf we are
to have politieal control. lef vs get rid of
Commissioner control. 1t we ave not to have
it, let us give the Commissioner a free hand,
such as is given to our judges. Who was
responsible for reducing the fares in the
metropolitan area? It is stated that the
Government refused to do this, but that
after the trains had heen run empty for a
couple of vears they acceded to the requoest
of the Commissioner. How long, T wonder,
must we waif before the Commissioner re-
duces fares in the country? At present three
first-class returns over a distanee of 17 miles
in the ecuntry eost 17s. 9d., whilst a similar
number of first-class returns from Perth to
Armadale, a distance of 1§ miles, cost 12s.
6d., a difference of 3s. 3d. This anomaly
should he remedied, especially if the Gov-
ernment have the power to do it. Ever rince
cheap freights were introdnced by the 1Alid-
land Company hetween Perth and Geraldton,
a profit has been made by that service. Had
the Government remembered that and
adopted a similar method, the State railwavs
would not have been the losing proposition
they are to-day. A reduetion in wool freights
has taken place; but motor trucks in the
country, like motor buses in the eity, secured
the business, and fo get it back is going fo
mean a hard struggie. Motor trucks arve still
competing with the ratlways, bringing down
wool hundreds of miles as back-loading. If
the Commissioner cannot fix freights or
fares, eannot fix wages or hours or condi-
tions of lahour, cannot dismiss an employee
nnless the Appeal Board approve, how can
it be elatmed that our raliwavs are conirolled
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by the Commissioner? In the South Aus-
tralian House of Assembly it was stated that
the Government were considering the intro-
duetion of a Bill to provide for the parlia-
mentary control of railway operations and
expenditure. These are at present under the
complete jurisdietion of the Railways Com-
nissioner. 1 am given to understand, by one
who should know, that £20,000 a vear could
he saved to our Railway Department if Collie
eoal were covered until reguired; that when
the vonl is being eonveved in trucks to the
varions out-stations, and when it is put into
dumps before  heing used on locomotives,
some arrangement should be made to have it
covered, 1 am not prepared to say just how
the dumps or stacks would be covered. I
know that the stack or dump at Geraldton
occupies a fair space. The statement quoted
above was made to me by an experienced
coal miner, who explained how the coal de-
teriorated when exposed to the air. If there
is anything in the sugwestion, I hope that it
will be noted, and that experiments will be
made to test whether the position is as stated.
The next item mentioned in the Speech is
unemployment.  We ail agree that this is
one of the most serions problems facing Ans-
tralia to-day. The appavent inability of the
world’ s leading statesmen, economists and
thinkers zenerally, during the last couple of
vears especially, to evolve some method or
system to check this devastating state of
affairs, has been such as to try out the
stoutest hearts and the keenest brains. Yet
in spite of the serious effect thiz condition
of affairs has undoubtedly imposed npon so
many people thronghout the world, it would
appear that in every country the majority
of the people are not really vitally concerned.
1t is, thevefore, if that supposition be cor-
rect, incumbent mpon those of us who
have been elected to positions of responsi-
kility, to apply ourselves very seriously to
a consideration of the problem, remembering
how handiecapped we are in our endeavours
to arrive at a solution of the difficultics
which are eausing such widespread injury.
If we aproach the subjeet in that spirit, it
should assist to soften the eriticism we feel
it our duty to apply to those who occupy
responsible administrative positions. 16 15
with a full realisation of the unprece-
dentedly diffieult period through which the
State iz passing that I offer my con-
tribution to this debate. I am not suffi-
ciently egotistieal to imagine that T am able
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to teach those in contrel, but I do most eer-
tainly think that members should give ex-
pression to their views, even though it would
appear that not the slightest notice is taken
of them. I think that under the present
world-wide conditions the first thing we must
try our utmost to do is to provide employ-
ment for all our people. If an honest en-
deavour is made to do it, it can be done;
and then there is no doubt at all in my mind
that we shall be able honourably to fulfil all
our obligations and also to increase the vol-
ume of our exports, Mr. Lyons, when
Leader of the Federal Opposition, wrote an
article which was published in the “West
Australian” of the 6th October, 1931, and
which confained the following passage:—

Threc fundamental problems confront Aus-
tralia. Jirstly, we must retain our national
golvency. Sceondly, we must provide employ-
ment and an equitable standard of living for
all rural and city workers. Thirdly, we must
maintain and progressively inerease the volume
of gur cxports.

I respectfully suggest that Mr. Lyons’s No.
2 shonld have been his No. 1, and his No. 3
his No. 2. His No. 1 should and could only
be done when international action i1s taken
to manage the currency and maintain price
levels. In support of that contention I
rquote a debate in the House of Commeoens
whieh was contributed to by Bir Robert
Horne, Mr. I. 8. Amery and Mr. Winston
Churehill. We all know that Sir Robert
Horne is locked upon as an aathority, and
not merely as a theoretical authority but as
one with considerable practical experience;
and this is what Sir Robert Horne has to
say of the currency:—

These questions of corrency always seem
very remote from the ordinary life of the
people, who have not had to consider them for
more than 100 years, and yet the question of
currency sits down at every table that is
spread with a meal, in every cottage or castle
throughout the country. Tt very intimately
concerns us in the House of Commons, Aris-
totle szid long ago that money exists not by
nature but by law. It is the law that gives it
efficacy. It 1s the law that says what is legal
tender. Tt is in this Honse that we make the
law. We were the people who decided about
our return to the Gold Standard. We were the
people who gave authority for £15,000,000 to
be added to the fiduciary note issue. In faect
we are, God help us, the peceple who have to
manage this currency, under the adviece and
through the means of the Chancellor of the
Exchequer using ag his instrument the Bank of
Engiand. . . .. T will venture to read to the
Committee a statement in the report of the
Maemiilan Committee which I do not think has
received the attention it deserves, It is one
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of the most emphatic and striking statements
that has ever come from a committee set up
by a Government, On the subject of prices
they say this: *'To allow prices to be stabil-
ised at aproximately their present level would
be a serious disaster for all countries of the
world alike; and the avoidanee of such an
event should be the prime object of inter-
national statesmaaship. Our objective should
be, so far as it lies within the power of this
country, to influence the international price
level, first of all to raise prices a long way
ahove the present level and then to maintain
them at the level thus reached with such
stability as can be managed. We reccommend
that this objective be accepted as the guiding
aim of the monctary policy of this country.?”
I do not propose to argue that point of view.
I accept it as sound, and given hy one of the
most important committees that has ever dis-
cussed monetary problems in this country.
Some people take a different view but they arc
very few in mumber . . . The worst, the most
pitiable, vietims of this terrible economic dis-
aster are, of course, the primary producing
countries. They are in the main the borrow-
ing countries, the new countries of the world.
What has happened to them ? They have now
to find in commodities twice and in some cases
three times as much to meet the interest on
their debt 28 was nccessary at the timeé the
money was borrowed, and with the ecost level
at which they have to work it is impossible
for them to do it. The result is that you have
had defaults in many countries, and if this
condition persists you will have many more.

Mr. Amery, ex-Sceretary of State for the
Dominions, is well known in Australia, Re-
ferring to Sir Robert Horne's statements, ha
says—

I would support my righi hon. friend in
carnestly pressing the Government ito tell us
their general monctary poliey. Do they, for
instance, subseribe to the general objective
laid down by the Maemitlan Committee that it
is essential to influcnee the price level so as
to raise it a long way above the present level
and to maintain it there with as much stability
as possible?

Lastly, I will quote briefly Mr. Winston
Churchill—

When I was moved by many arguments and
forees in 1925 to return to the gold standard,
I was assured by the highest experts, and our
experts are men of great ability and of indis-
putable integrity and sincerity, that we were
anchoring ourselves to reality and stability;
and I naccepted their advice. I take for myself
and my colleagues of other days whatever de-
gree of blame and burden there may be for
having accepted their advice. But what has
happened? We have had no reality, no
stability. The price of gold has risen sinee
then by more than 70 per cent. That is asg if
a 12-inch footrule had sudderly been stretehed
to 19 or 20 inches; as if the pound avoirdu-
pois had suddenly become 23 or 24 ounces in-
stead of—how much is it?—16. Look at what
this has meant to evervbody who has heen
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compelled to exccute their contracts upon this
irrationally enhanced scale. Look at the
gross unfairness of such a distortion to all pro-
ducers of new wealth, and to all that labour
and science and enterprise ean give us. Look
at the enormously increased volume of com-
meodities which has to be created in order to
pay off the same mortgage debt or loan. Minor
fluctuations might well he ignored, but I say
quite seriously that this mometary convulsion
has now reached a pitch where I am persuaded
that the producers of mew wealth will not
tolerate indefinitely so hideous an oppression.

These declarations from experienced men—
1 think we may reasonably call them states-
men—make us understand why it is that we
get statements such as those made by Mr.
Williams this evening in speaking on farm-
ers’ disabilities, statements of almost an in-
flammatory nature, statemenis which no
member of Parliament should make unless
it is, as T think in the ecase of the hon. mem-
ber, thal such a condition of affairs makes
him wonder what is going to happen. We
should confront them with the serious posi-
ton in which the primary producers are
placed. Need I apologise to hon. members
for reading the opinion of men so highly
placed? It shows that they realise the posi-
tion and any action taken by the Govern-
ment to secure relief to the people will, T
am sure, receive the carnest econsideration
that we have the right to expeet. I think
it is possible to do more than we have done
te relicve unemployment. Pending that in-
ternational aetion that iz vital to aeal
effectively with it, those who are in receipt
of regular salary or wages should make a
greater general sacrifice for the common
good. I want to read a public announcement
made by the Premier, as reported in the
“West Australian” of the 1st September
lnst. When speaking at a meeling of the
Fremantle Chamber of Commerce, he said—

One of the great troubles in this State, T
think, is that there i3 so little publie spirit.
There are any number of erities, but not mnch
public gpirit. This iz to be regretted. A man
may be told that there is no work, or that
wages are down, but why can’t he be told why
that is the position. We eriticise, but we do
not exert ourselves to make the position clear.
In that eonncetion much can be done by men
who are not in Parliament, I think it is neces-
sary that a great deal of public spirit should
be abroad in these times. Everybody has
some part to play with regard to his fellow-
man, and the difficult period through which we
are passing needs the cfforts of all men to
combat it.

The Premier states that much can be done
by “men who are not in Parliament.” For
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my part, I say that much more can, and
should, be done by men who are in Parlia-
ment, even in our own State Parliament,
although admittedly we have not that con-
trol over curreney or price level considera-
tions that we would like. On the other hand,
we are able to make laws, and surely about
the first it should be our duty to frame is
one that will ensure that, as far as possible,
cvery person in the State is made to take his
or her share of the sacrifice that thousands
of our fellow citizens have to make. They
have to make that saerifice through no fault
of their own, but are placed in their un-
fortunate position because of the collapse of
conditions to which we had hecome so acens-
tomed that we were caught unawares. Many
factors no doubt contribute to the present
deplorable state of affairs which will take
time to remedy. Tet us do what ¢an and
what has been repeatedly asserted we would
do—make a really serious attempt to equal-
ise the sacrifice borne by the people. 1
maintain that can be best and most quickly
accomplished by Government action. If the
Government ecannot secure Parliamentary
support, then surely it were better to have
tried and failed than not to have tried at
w)l. Just as I voted for conseription so tbat
my country might eall npon any and every
man to assist her in her hour of need, so
now am I prepared to vote that every per-
son shall be ecalled upon fo help. When
one realises the thousands of pounds that
are spent every week on gambling, drink and
various forms of amusement, the faet is
brought home to us that there must he thous-
ands of people who are able to spare some-
thing more for their less fortunate fellows
who ean earn but sufficient to keep them-
selves alive while many, indeed, are denied
cven the opportunity fo work. On the 19th
September, 1931, a well-known Australian
and a man formerly prominent in the politi-
cal life of the Commonwealth, but who now
occupies a Jjudieial position and is Lieut-
Governor of Vietoria, Sir William Irvine,
made the following statement:—

Qualities of lheroism, endurance and patienee
were needed to lend Australia out of its
troubles. The crisis was one in which or-
dinary men were incapable of forming their
own conclusions, Tt presented featvres dif-
ferent from those of any crisis in history. One
might almost call it a currency crisis. It was
only necessary to look around at the evidenee
of productive wealth in Aunstralia to-day.
Wool and wheat were desired as much as ever.
The crisis affeeting prices was due entirely to
a dislocation of the mnchinery of exchange.
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It was a teehnical and banking question, pos-
sessing features whieh even the finaneial erisis
of the Gireat War did not present. It was a
question which must be solved by the financial
geniuses of the world. Tt was essential that
Australin should carry through a drastic sys-
tem of cconomy.

Continuing. Sir Willinm Irvine said:—

It is not merely an cconomie, financial and
politienl c¢rigizg; it is one which will test the
character of the people of Australia more even
than the Great War did. Heveoism and valour
were shown by Australians who went to the
war. “There must now be hercism, endurance
and patience, No other qualities will lead us
out of this trouble. The crisis is assguming
in eertain aspeets a moral importance which is
almost of greater moment than the finaneial
aspect. Qur one sheet anchor is the character
of the peeple, particularly of the young, upon
whom must fall the responsibility and burden
of the future.

When we think of the position facing our
young people, should that not make us ready
for the sacrifice? Many people have
made sacrifices, but those saerifices have
not been so general or as heavy as the ocea-
sion demands. In the finaneial columns of
the “West Australian” on the 4th February
this year there appeared the following state-
ment :—

A trend towards a morc normal statistical
bhanking position is revealed in the aggregates
of the 10 trading banks 'in their Australian
business for the Deeember quarter. This swing
is due largely to the benefit that has acerued
from the movement of wool and wheat, and
the relicf afforded by the reeeipt of produce.
Deposits are £5,023,843 higher than 12 months
carlier, nnd the fact that current accounts have
contributed the larger part of the increase,
£3,650,179, is noteworthy, Fixed deposits are
higher by £1,373,664. A stronger factor in
the improved postion is a fall of £19,867,232
in advances from their high level, due in large
measure to the liguidation of overdrafts.

On the 9th Jannary, the following British
official wireless message was despatched re-
garding the good results achieved by large
British banks during a diffieult year. The
statement said—

Despite the diffienlt problems presented by
the past vear, Lloyds, Barclays, the National
Provincial, Westminster, and Midland Banks—
the four members of the ‘‘big five’? in British
banking, which have now announced their 1931
results—show highly satisfactory statements.
Lloyds results were made known to-day and
the total dividend on A’ shares was 15 per
cent. for the yvear, less tax. Barelays main-
tained a 14 per cent. dividend on ‘*B’’ shares,
the Westminster mmade a distribution for the
year of 18 per cenf,, and the National Provin-
cial of 16 per eenf. The Midland dividend was
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16 per cent., compared with 18 per cent. last
year. On the exchange, bank shares continued
very strong. Banks showed a moderate de-
cline in such a difficult year, hut dividends are
maintained practically at rates declared last
summer, whiech are a little lower than in the
previgus year,

Ts it any wonder that we hear harsh words
spoken about the banks?  Again quoting
from the financial columns of the “West
Australian,” 1 find that a prominent wool
company in this State showed a net profit
for the year ended the 30th June last, of
£102,699 and declared a dividend of 4 per
cent, The company carried £6,953 forward.
The company's reserve fund totals £1,000,000
and their capital £2,393,640. The net profits
made by the company for the past few years
were as follows:—

Profit. Dividend.

£ Per cent.
198 252,346 . 10
1929 227,106 .. 10
1930 128,724 .. 5
1931 99,520 .. 4
1932 102,699 .. 4

Then there is the position of a well-

known newspaper company in this State.
Last year a net profit of £61,368 was

made, an improvement of £4172 en
the results of 1931 but £25000 be-
low those of 1930, The company paid

£16,000 in Federal and State taxatign, de-
clared a dividend of S per cent., and carried
forward £20,000 to the general reserve fund.
Ir their report the directors stated—

There has been no improvement in the trad-
ing conditions during the year, and it is by
reason of economies in working eosts and by

efficiency that the trading profit is approxi-
mately the same as last year.

S0 many of these complain if their results
are not up to what they have experienced in
past years. A drop from 10 per cent. to
4 per cent. would probably be felt by the
shareholders of the wool company, but what
about the people who are producing the wool?
Their profits have not only been reduced
but have entirely disappeared. Many wool-
growers have heen able to continue opera-
tions only by drawing on their reserves. The
same applies to the wheai growers. Every-
body else has been making money, even at
a reduced rate, out of products grown at a
loss. This cannot continue, and it is for
the Government and Parliament, as repre-
sentative of the whole of the people, to see
that those producing the wealth of the coun-
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try receive the protection and assistance thut
will encourage them to continue their opera-
tions. In additon to making the whole of
the people contribute a fair share towards
the ecost of providing for those who
are working at a loss or cannot even
find work at all, we must see to it
that those who will not work shall De
suitably dealt with. I suggest that attention
he given to the reduction of the cost of Gov-
ernment in every possible way. There is no
longer any necessity for the Licensing Court.
Good wnrk has been done, but the police
should be able to see that the present satis-
factory conditions are maintained. If we
are to retain the Arbitration Court, then the
two lay members are certainly no longer a

necessity. Then there is the question of
joint electoral ralls; that principle has
heen adopted in New South :Wales.
When men receive 1% days’ annual

leave, and hold full-time positions, when
others in the same State cannot get
work at all, surely Parliament should take
the opportunity of saving £90,000, by
aholishing long-service leave, which was
never approved by Parliament. They could
also effect a further saving by abolishing
long-service leave to salaried officers as well.
Why should that not be done? Why tax
tlie people to provide eonditions that those
taxed cannot afford for themselves? Is it
net time we called upon those who are in n
position to do so to pay for their University
training and so save some £30,000 a year?
At the same time, to encourage those who
are really anxious to study, increased
scholarships should be given. I would
rather the whole amount{ now represented
by the grant to the University were speni
in providing scholarships. We would then
have the satisfaction of feeling that the
nioney was being expended on those who
were willing Lo work. Then there is the
suving that could be made in the eondueting
of Parliament. Is it too much to hope that
the Printing Comimittee will reduce the nom-
ber of publications every year? Reports and
returns are sent out, and I eannot under-
stand the reason for it. Surely if a reason-
able number were kepi at Parliament House,
that would sulfice. Then if members re-
quired copies, they eould be supplied. My
opinion as to the reduction of members is
well known, I hope the Government will
take action also to reduce the number of
Ministers, a maiter that was referred to by
the Premier some months ago, The Govern-
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ment Printing Office, I feel sure, should bz
investizated, Attention should be given to
the retirement of all ofiicers of 60 years of
age. The present economic position compels
attention to this matter so that younger men
may be given a chanece. Another economy
which would not infliet any great hardsbhip
would be to lengthen the life of Parliament
to four or five years. Other well-governed
countries Lhave a longer interval than three
years between general elections, and the
times demand that this economy should be
brought about now, in order to save the ex-
pense of a general election next year.
Change will not of itself bring better or
worse times.  Notwithstanding the severe
strain to which many of our people have
been subject, I am satisfied that in trying to
meet the position as Australian people have
done, they have sought to adopt the right
course, and as a result of that course having
been adopted, the confidence of which we
hear so much and without whigh, under our
present system, we cannot progress, i3
sleadily heing regained. This, with othev
factors, I think, will slowly and surely lead
to happier days, and it is my desire that we
may all be very much wiser men for the ex-
perience gained during this most depressing
peviod. I support the motion.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [10.33]:
I do not intend to detain members, but the
Chief Secretary is anxious fo bring the
Address-in-reply debate to a speedy conclu-
sion in order that the House may give atten-
tion to legislative measures. I join with other
members in congratulating you, Mr. Presi-
dent, on the further mark of confidence he-
stowed upon vou. You have earned the posi-
tion, and 1 am satisfied that no one has ear-
ried out the duties with greater regard for
the rights and privileges of the House, with
greater consideration for the rights and priv-
ileges of members, or with a greater desire
to assist them to carry out their duty to the
country. I join in the expressions of rezret
at the demise of Mr. Lovekin and the loss
of members at the recent election. I econ-
gratulate the new members, and I hope they
will assist to give a careful judgment on all
matters brought before the House, to carry
on the business in a non-partisan spirit, and
to retain the judicial attitude that has been
characteristic of this House, Of the mat-
ters exercising the minds of Government and
people alike, I suppose finance is the fore-
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most. The Speech directs attention to the
achievements in the realm of State irade, the
wonderful response by the primary produe-
ers. When we think of the enormons produe-
tion created by a mere handful of people,
the result is marvellous. I attribute that to
the fact that the ratio of maseulinity is
greater here than in most countries, that our
men are of vigorous age, and throw them-
selves thoroughly into the work of producing
the commodities required by the world. It is
unfortunate that we have fallen on a period
when the prices for our primary products
have declined and we have to conform to a
lower standard. With our small population
we have been able to produce £6,000,000
worth of exports in excess of our imports,
which is an outstanding achievement. Our
production per head of population is twice
that of the next higlest State, and that
speaks volumes for the work of those engaged
in primary production. Much of that re-
sult is due to the good work in the gold min-
ing industry. Gold is a highly necessary
commodity at the present time and the out-
put is increasing. We hope that the increase
of production will continue and that greater
confidence will be inspired, not only in the
01d Country, but in other parts of the world.
We hope that new capital will be introduced
still further to develop the mines that are
only waiting for capital to work them on a
large scale. Much of the legislation passed
in recent vears, I fear, has somewhat des-
troyed the confidence that eapital requires,
and unless we can restore confidence, it will
be diflicult to get the requisite capital. The
present Government are doing much to in-
spire confidence, A better feeling undoubt-
edly exists, and assuredly there will he an
increase of interest abroad in our mining
development. We hope that from the Ottawa
conference hencficial results will aecrue.

Hon., C. B. Williams called atiention to
the state of the House.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I regret that it
has been necessary to disturb members, but
I thank the hon. member for securing me a
better audience, and I hope they will not he
disappointed. What appeals to me as a hope-
ful sign is that the main aim and object of
our representatives at Ottawa was to inerease
prices. Recently, we conducted a wool ¢am-
paign to use more wool. During that
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campaign 1 diseovered that whereas the
wool grower was vealising only ahout
eightpence per 1h. for his wool, the

price of wool te¢ users actually increased.
The ordinary skein of wool the people use,
which weighs loz., went up in price by the
amount of 2d. That meant that wool had
risen in Perth 2s, 8d. a Ib. whilst in Lon-
don the price quoted showed it had gone
down 5 per eent. It is very unsatisfactory to
the wool growers te know that whilst the
priee in Tondon had gone down 5 per cent.,
locally it had gone uwp 2s. 8d. At that time
everyone was encouraged to buy wool freely
so as to support the wool industry in Aus-
tralia. Even before the wool went up 24.
_for a skein, 10s. 8d. was being charged for

the skein. Thus while the grower of wool
was selling his produet for 8d., which was
the average price being realised, he was be-
ing charged 13s. 4d, for the skein, and any-
hody who went in to purchase woollen goods
found the prices were on about the same
scale as they bad to pay for similar goods
when wool was fetching 2s. 6d. or 3s, a Ib.
Tt seems to me rather extraordinary that the
woolgrowers’ price has come down to such
an extent. It is not comparable with any
fall that has taken place in respect of
articles that are manufactured from wool.
The same thing applies to pretty well every-
thing for which the primary producer is re-
sponsible, except gzold. T have heen twitted
with not being a purchaser of articles such
as leather gmoods. for instance, harness re-
quired for the farm. Station owners and
farmers who have heen sending in sheep
skins to the market have realizsed 2d. or 3d.
for them, but when those same pelts ar
tanned they feteh no less than 4s. or 5s.
each. Later, when an article is manufac-
tored from the pelts, the price is still further
added to. That is what the farmer has been
up against for a considerable time. He has
to pay a greatly enhanced price for the
articles he requires, whilst he himself receives
practically nothing for the raw iaterial
The same thing applies to the hides of eattle
which may realise between T7s, and 10s.
apiece, and when fturmed into leather
feteh in the vicinity of £4. Those who sell
the hides when they want to buw leather
gonds have to pay enormouslv increaseil
prices for their requirements. The guestion
arises then, what happens to create snch
difference in the figures hetween the original
cost of the raw material and the cost of the
manufactured goods? I might instance a
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case that cume under my notice a few days
ago. .\ man sent 41 cases of apples to the
markets and roceived for the whole of the
consignment a return of 5d. Who got the
bonefit of those 41 cases? Somebody um-
doubtedly benefited to a great extent. The
communijly pay big prices for the fruit but
the producers get practically nothing. In
every direction the same kind of thing bap-
pens. I saw a letter in the Press a few days
ago stating that the woolgrowers were quife
satisfied they were not getting a reasonahle
price for then output, while the people whe
were manufacturing articles from the woo?
were getting good rveturns for their produets.
Not only in that direction but in all with
which other producers are associated the
saine thing is taking place. Therefore one is
giad fo notice in the Governor's Speech that
it is proposed to adopt bulk handling. While
in the past the wheatgrower was satisfied
to receive a fairly good priee, there is n
consensus of opinion to-day amongst the
growers that they must get to bedrock with
rezard to costs, There seems to he a certain
amount of opposition to the bulk handling
proposals, just as there was some years ago
when we first embarked upon wheatgrowing
and were trying to enconrage people to go
on the Tand. In 1903-04 when we started
to export a little wheat, we had an idea then
of going in for bulk handling, but vested
interests zeemed to be too strong. We have
for a great numbor of vears hoped that it
would be introdnced. and now hecause of
the strenuous efforts on the part of the com-
munity associated with wheat, together with
the backing of the Government, there is a
promise of the introduetion of a inensure fo
provide for bulk handling,

Hon. .J. Nicholson: There was a Bill Tor
bulk handling introdueed in 1919,

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: Yes, but I
am satisfied that that was quite the
wrong time to introduce it. Tt was
@ wise move at that time to decide
to wait until we saw what was likely
to hapnen in New South Wales. The
resnlts of bulk handling in that State proved
to us that it wonld have heen follv on our
part to have embarked upon the scheme at
that time. All the costs so inflated at
that period would have to he horne by the
farmers, and that would have made the
position very mueh worse than going on
without it for some years,

The Chief Secretary: We had bulk stor-
age in 1918,
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Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: We had bulk
storage during the war peried, but anyone
who had experience of it will be satisfied
that we do not want a repetition of it. I
was producing wheat and many of my
friends were doing so, and what happened
then was sufficient fo convinee us that the
further away we get from Government eon-
trol of the wheat business, the better will
it he for us all.

The Chief Secretary: Did yon not sup-
port that Bill?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I attended a
joint meeting of the two Houszes when the
proposition was first put wup.  Ar. W, D.
Johnson ¢laimed that he himself had per-
suaded Parliament to inaugurate the system.
For several years I had taken part, with
others, in exporting wheat, and we found
up to 1910 and 1912 that the prices that
were to he paid to those who handled the
wheat, under that Government system, were
100 per cent. more than they should have
heen. It was elaimed that they had to have
that price hecanse they were taking the re-
sponsibility with regard to the wheat. We
found, however, that no one took the respon-
sibility exeept the people who grew the
wheat. Thev had to foot the hill for all the
losses during the war period of econtrol.
It was not only the Government handling
from which we suffered hot also from the
gigantic wheat steal that took place when we
had to supply the quota of New South
Wales. That Sfate received 7s. fid. and we
got Hs. 6d. That in itself showed us the
amonnt of sympathy we might have expected
from New South Wales even at that time
in any transaetions or business dealings.
We have seen much the same thing in re-
spect of Federation as a whole. Why those
on the land want to get these improved con-
ditions of handling is because we have been
jockeved into a position where we have be-
come the hewers of wood and the drawers of
water for the rest of the community, ane
we are beginning to feel that we shall he
kept in that position, like the Israelites of
old, who had to go through 40 dreary vears
in the desert. So there is a great elamonr
for all these naprovements, and a very elose
soritiny of the savings that can be made. I
congratulate the Government on their earn-
est endeavour to bring about the bulk sys-
tem of handling, The railways come into
this pieture. I ean understand the Commiz-
sioner of Railways being very much against
bulk handling, beezuse it wounld put the de-
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parfinent to some ineonvenience and eost and
he would lose a certain amount of reveuue
from the hanlage of bags into the farming
distriets, That is the typical attitude held
at Fremantle, where the Harbour Trust do
nat encourage bulk handling beeause it will
make a wonderful difference to the time the
vessels will have to remain in port, and so
the trust will lose revenue. But we, on the
other hand, want to take advantage of all
that, whereas the vessel’s interests are averse
from the savings we shall make, and so they
do not wish for any alteration in the exist-
ing system. It reminds me also of remarks
inzde by Mr. Holmes and Mr. Williams and
Mr. Hall regarding the railways and Collie
conl.  Those members were under the im-
pression that the Commissioner of Railways
was badly treated because he was expected
t~ make the railways show a profit and pay
19s. a ton for his coal. From time to time
the Commissioner has said that if he had
his way he would prefer to use Newecastle
coal exclusively. But it is to the ecredit of
successive (overnments that they have
always enconraged the opening up of Collic
mines, and induced the community to put np
with the difficulties of Collie eval, which was
said to give off sparks and set fire to erops
in the summer months.

Hon. E. Rose: Where did they get their
coal during war time?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : Had the Govern-
ments not insisted upon opening up the Collie
mines the State would have had difficulty in
running its railwavs during the war. So
too, mueh more recently, when there were
strikes amongst the coal miners of New South
Wales. And we are likely to have the same
experience again for the New South Wales
tminers, we are told, will probably come out
on strike. But even with the greatly radueed
price of Collie coal there has not heen a cor-
responding reduction in the railway freight
charged on.that coal. The Jlidland Railway
Comnany would he only too glad to use
Collie coal if they eounld get it at its value:
but due to the exceessively high railway
freights on the eoal from Collic to Perth, it
i= cheaper for the Midlaud Company to
hring conl from Newcastle, So, 1oo, the Al-
bany Waallen JMills ean wet Neweustle coal
at a better freight than thev can get coal
from Collie. The railways should introduce
reasonable rates that would encourage trade.
Then not only would the railways themselves
et the coal cheaper, but they would enable
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other people to ereate more freight for the
railways, both by the use of Collic coal and
by the increased trade that would be eneour-
aged by the eheaper coal. Tt seems wrong
that the railways should insist upon a re-
duction in the price of the coal but refuse
to grant a corresponding reduction in the
freight on the eoal. I doubt if there
has heen a corresponding reduction in
railway freights in any other direction. The
department is ready to demand a reduction
for itself, hut is not inclined to pass it on,
We sce in the Speech reference to lezislation
under the heading of transport. Previously
the Government put additional charges and
embargoes on the motor transport along owr
roads, making it very much more diffieult for
people in the country. My constituents have
heen hit heavily as o result of legislation
passed in connectien with moter fransport.
The Conunissioner of Railways should not
require to approach Parliament to secure
authorisation for impositions that will add
to the difficulties and serious problems of
transport. He should be required to handle
his rallways so as to cope cffectively wiih
the opposition of motor transport, and meet
conditions as he finds them. It is extraord-
inary that the railways eannot cope with
motor transport because the latter has fto
use the most expensive fuel in the world.
The same applies to tyres and other requis-
ites of motor transport and engines. On
the other hand, the Commissioner of Rail-
ways can put down his lines more cheaply
than is possible anywhere else in the world,
Perhaps cur railway construction has not
heen as cheap as it should have heen. The
cost of some lines has got almost completely
out of hand, and it is high time great reduec-
tions were effected. Had we not adopted the

day work principle, the Commissioner of
Railwavs would not have been econfronted
with such high interest charzes debited

against his department. Some of the lines
constructed in the wheat areas presented no
engineering difficulties and should have been
construeted more cheaply than the eost at
which it was possible to make roads. .
Thoinson and others, both inside and outside
Parliament, have advocated a& reduction in
the number of members. It would be much
hetter for economies to he effected, in con-
formitv with the drastic reduction of incomes
of those who seek to earry the industries of
the conntry fo a successful issue. T am

averse to & reduction in the number of mem-
bers of Parliament because I believe in the
old saying about safety in numbers. We have
a vast area with a small scattered popula-
tion. If we reduce the number of members
of Parliament, we wmay leave those in the
outlying parts withont representation. 1t is
difficult for a few members to travel all over

the State to get in touch with those who
are doing wonderful work in the out-
back areas. If it is possible, 1 lhope

the Government will introduce a Redistriba-
tion of Seats Bill before the next gewernl
cleclion to restore to the country areas some
of the seats at present allocated to more
populous areas. I would prefer to see a
reduction in the salaries of members rather
than a reduction in their numbers, 1 hope
the Government will give attention to that
phase before the next general election. A
suggestion has been made that the Legisla-
tive Assembly and the Legislative Council
rolls should be amalgamated. I do not see
hovw that could be done suecessfully. I do
not know whether there is any such proposal
hefore the Government, but I would rather
have a rvedistribution of seats for the Legis-
lative Assembly with the alteration of As-
sembly electorates to conform more to those
of the Legislative Council Province boun-
daries.

Hon. C, B. Williams:
chanee,

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: The boundarins
should be altered and I would prefer to con-
tinue the present Legislative Council boun-
daries pending a redistribution of the As-
sembly seats. T regret the unsatisfactory
answers I have received to questions I have
acked in this House. I was surprised that [
received so little consideration. I hope the
Minister will help members when they ask
for information, because there is very often
more than meets the eye behind their queries.
The qguestions T submitted were reasonable
and could have been easily answered. There
is a tendeney on the part of the Government
departments to withhold information from
members and te submit tricky answers. Tt
may be clever but it does not engender good
feeling as between members of Parliameunt
and departmental officials. I hope the Min-
izster will help us to get the information we
desire and will not sit behind officials and
appland them for their tacties. I sincerely
hope that the Minister will help us in ob-
faining what we require from the depart-

I would relish that
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ments. I do not wish to fake up the time
of members further at this late hour, but I
have pleasure in supporting the motion,

On motion by Hon. E. Rose, debate ad-
journed,

House adjourned at 11.22 p.m.

Legislative Essembly.
Tuesday, 13th September, 1932,

Questions : Peel Estate, Richardson S\mmp set.t,]ers, 5468

Workers' Compensutlon Act 546
Alessages (rom the Lientenant Qovernor ... . 546
Bllls : Road Diatricts Act Amendment, 2R. ... ... 548

Metropolltan Whole Milk, 2R, ... e 548

Closed Roads Alenstion, 2R. . ... 505

Mzin Roads Act Amendment, "’K Com.’ 558

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm., and read prayers.

QUESTION—PEEL ESTATE.
Richardson Swamp Settlers.

Mr. McLARTY asked the Premier: What
action is being taken by the Agrienltural
Bank to relieve the settlers on Richardson
Swamyp, Peel Estate?

The PREMIER veplied: The matter is
under consideration.

QUESTION—WORKERS' COMPENSA-
TION ACT,.

Third Schedule Premiums.

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE asked the Premier:
1 What amount has been paid by the mining
industry in  premiums under the Third
Schedule of the Workers’ Compensation Act
since its inception, also the amount paid by
the Government on their behalf? 2, What
has been the total payments nnder the Third
Schedule for the same period?

The PREMIER replied: 1, £213,391 5s.
11d. up to 30th June, 1932, of which £83,154
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was paid by the Government, 2, £25,146 10s.
9d. has been paid under the Third Schedule,
in addition to which £20,000 has been re-
funded to the Mines Department in respect
of amounts met by that department which
could have been claimed under the Third
Schedule. A further £20,000 has been allo-
cated for the same purpose. Under the
Miner's Plithisis Act £278,187 has been paid,
and it is estimated that the greater part of
this sum might have been claimed under the
Third Sehedule. There is also an aecruing
liahility in the case of every miner in respect
of whiech some reserve mmust be created.

MESSAGES FROM THE LIEUTENANT-
GOVERNOR.

Messages from the Lieutenant-Governor
received and read recommending appropria-
tions for the purposes of the Main Roads
Act Amendment Bill, and the Industries
Assistance Act Continuance Bill.

BILL—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Lindsay—Mt. Marshall) [4.37] in mov-
ing the second reading said: This is mainly
a Committee Bill, there being no outstand-
ing prineciples involved, Several attempts
have been made to amend the Road Dis-
tricts Aet. In 1929 the Hon. Mr, Conning-
ham brought down an amending Bill. That
measure proposed to amend the franchise
and to alter the name “road board” to “dis-
triet council.” In the Bill before the House
neither of those amendments has a place.
Tnder the Aet a road board district may be
abolished and amalgamated with some other
distriet if the revenue from rates falls Dhe-
low £300 a year for two consecubive years.
In the Bill it is proposed to increase that
amount to £500, for it is thought that now-
adays a hoard eannot properly function on
a smaller income. It is further provided
that if a road district be transferred to a
municipal distriet the loan obligations in-
curred by the municipal distriet shall not be
a liability within the area transferred to the
munieipality. Provision is also made that
if a person nominates for membership of a
board, knowing that he is not eligible, he



